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In light of the recent tragic events affecting our entire 
community, the Santa Barbara Museum of Art is offering 
free admission through February 28—in the belief that 
the power of art will provide solace, tranquility of mind, 
healing, and a source of inspiration going forward. 

EXHIBITIONS OPENING JANUARY 28: 

Brought to Light: Revelatory Photographs in the 
Santa Barbara Museum of Art Collection 

Through April 22, 2018 


i 




Free admission during February is a gift to our community from 
Clay Tedeschi and the Charles Bloom Foundation. 


Crosscurrents: The Painted Portrait in America, 
Britain, and France, 1750-1850 

Through May 27,2018 


Crosscurrents: American and European Porti 
Photographs, 1840-1900 

Through May 27,2018 


Please enter through the Museum Store or Park entrance (near the Library), 
as State Street entrance is closed. 
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Sarny’s Camera 

SAMYS.COM 

FREE! PASSPORT TO SAVINGS 
BOOK WORTH $350 WITH 
EVERY CAMERA PURCHASE 





SONY 

A77II DSLR Camera Body $989 Open Box was $1199 
A77II DSLR Camera with 16-50mm Lens 

$1479 Open Box was $1798 


Nikon, 

to the t*»rt ot tte Image- 


D5300 DSLR Camera Body $449 Open Box was $596.95 
D5300 DSLR Camera with 18-55mm Lens 
(Red) $549 New was $696.95 
1 V2 Camera with 10-30mm Lens 

(White) $349 Open Box was $899.95 
Mfctwt Authorized ©eater a 

au hi m mm mm mm m. uu unirto wahanit wmm mm *m hmcoh usa m 


FUJ1FILM 

X-E2S Camera with 18-55mm Lens 
(Black or Silver) $649 New was $999 
X-T1 Camera with 18-55mm LenswAS $1699.95 

$829 Open Box $899 New 

X-T10 Camera with 18-55mm Lens 

(Black or Silver) $649 New was $1099 


LUMIX DMC-GX85 Camera with 12-32mm & 

45-150mm Lens $597.90 Open Box was $1047.99 
LUMIX DMC-GX85 Camera with 12-32mm Lens 

$499 Open Box was $797.99 
LUMIX DMC-GH4 Camera Body 
$849 Open Box was $1497.99 
LUMIX DMC-G7 Camera with 14-42mm Lens 
$429 Open Box was $797.99 



Panasonic 45-150mm f/4-5.6 Lem 
$119.99 Open Box was $ 247.99 
Nikon 70-300mm f/4-5.6 Lens 
$139 Open Box was $169.95 
Nikon J2-24mm f/4 Lens $849 Open 
i A M R O N 70-200mm f/2.8 Lens 
$999 Open Box was $1149 
TAM RON 10-24mm f/3.5-4.5 Lens 
$369 Open Box was $499 
FUJiFILM 18-55mmf/2.8-4 Lens 
$529 Open Box was $699.95 
LENSBABY Spark 50mm Lens (Canon or IS 
$59.95 New WAS $89.95 


HASS£LB LAD 
XI D Body $6999 Open Box was $8995 

PENTAX 645Z Body $4000 Open Be 



% COMPLETE 

SELECTION'. 


DEMOS • DISPLAY MODELS 
OPEN BOXES • OVERSTOCK! 


Liuniino • mv. i i u in LAntKAS • UKUNtb • INSTANT CAMERAS 


GRIP EQUIPMENT • BINOCULARS • BAGS • TRIPODS • AND MORE! 
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SAMY’S MAILORDER: 


PANASONIC DEMO 


CORPORATE SALES: 


TUESDAY, 1/30 I 1PM - 5PI 
SAMY’S SANTA BARB 


r CASH PAID FOR “i 
l- USED EQUIPMENT! -J 


SANTA BARBARA (805) 963-7269 | 530 state st 


MON - FRI: 9AM-6PM 


SAT: 9:30AM - 6PM 

(RENTAL & FILM DEPT 9:30AM-3PM) 


SUN: 11AM - 5P 

(RENTAL DEI 
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per week ski/snowboard rentals for KIDSI 
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SNOW | BIKE | SURF 
sport carriers and luggage boxes 
Luggage box rental available 


4b 


o 


OFF 


Senior Discount 


3 REASONS WHY JOHNSON 
FAMILY DENTAL HAS BEEN 
VOTED “BEST DENTIST” 

5 YEARS IN A ROW! 

1. Absolute BEST financing and flexible 
payment options, (including FREE New 
Patient Exam and X-Rays & second 
opinions). 


Absolute BEST membership discount 
plan for you and/or your family. 

NO Insurance, NO Problem! 


We offer SAME DAY emergencies, 
SAME DAY appointments & SAME DAY 
cleanings. 


$ 1,195 


,'DENTAL IMPLANT 

Regulary $ 1,995 


New Goleta Location, Spring 2018! 


Call TODAY: 

880-1299 


Ml JOHNSON 

EEIffiaaSHI 


A SMILE CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFEI 


www.johnsonfamilydental.com | 3906 State St., Santa Barbara 


Locally owned and operated for over 35 years 
14 State street | 962-0049 | Mon - Sat 10 - 6. Sun 10 - 5 
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Where’s the Weed? 

Cannabis Goes Legal, but 
No Stores Yet in Santa Barbara 

(Kelsey Brugger) 

ON THE COVER: A harvest manager tends to an area 
cannabis greenhouse. File photo by Paul Wellman. 
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BABY LOVE 


Elijah Lee Bryant was welcomed into the 
world on January 20 at 4:20 a.m. by his 
proud parents, Brandi Rivera and Vic¬ 
tor Bryant. Measuring in at 5 pounds, 12 
ounces, and 18 centimeters tall, Elijah 
arrived eight days before his due date. "No 
amount of time would have prepared us 
for the amount of love we feel for this little 
guy," said Brandi, who's also the publisher 
of the Santa Barbara Independent. She and 
Victor had decided months ago to name 
their first-born Elijah, a name that, inci¬ 
dentally, harks back to the prophet born 
of fire and flood — trials we know all too 
well. This little guy, however, brightens 
our world. 


Happy Birthday To Us...We've Turned 12! 


We are profoundly grateful to all our clients who have helped us grow to 
become the biggest medical & day spa in the Tri-Counties. As a thank 
you for your patronage, we would like to invite you to attend our 

12th Anniversary Open House 

Wednesday, January 31st 

3:00 - 7:00 pm 


Discounts on all Services & Products 

(Up to 25% off select treatments) 

Numerous Raffles and Fun Games 
(Over $5,000 worth of prizes will be raffled plus 
fhousantls more in spa services will be won!) 


Don't miss this great event! 



evolutions 


medical & day s 



Complimentary Mini-Treatments 
and Mini-Massages 

Interactive education on your skin 

Free Mineral Make-up Color Matching 


















































































January 22, 2018 


of the Supreme Court’s landmark decision, Roe v. Wade, which affirmed that 
the constitutional right to privacy includes the right to safely end a pregnancy. 


IROEv 

WADE 


ince day one of the current administration, we’ve seen a full-on assault on women’s health and rights, 
and they’re not letting up. This administration has done everything they can to delay, deny, 
and defund access to reproductive care, including birth control and abortion. 

These attacks have only strengthened our resolve. 

J°j! ay ’ Y*? stand with the majority of Americans who respect an individual’s right to safe and legal 
ion. we are raising our voices to say enough is enough. Medical decisions are personal decisions. 

1^2018, we are watching, we are fighting back, and we will not tolerate attacks on our health or our rights. 


We won’t go back. 


npoc-Vandenberg Branch 

i Coast Alliance United for a 

ile Economy 

: Club of Santa Maria Valley 
: Party of Santa Barbara County 
tic Women of Santa Barbara 


Our Community Partners 

The FUND for Santa Barbara 

Health Care for All - CA, Santa Barbara Chapter 

League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara 

Lompoc Valley Democratic Club 

Planned Parenthood Generation Action - UCSB 


Santa Barbara Pink Hats Knit Project 
Santa Barbara Rape Crisis Center 
Santa Barbara Women Lawyers 
Santa Barbara Women’s Political Committee 
Women's March Santa Barbara 
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Luella Engelhart & Dennis Gagnon 
Susan Epstein, 

Goleta School Board Member 
S. Esteban 

Gina Fischer & Josh Andersen 
Meganne Forbes 
Frank & Amanda Frost 
Camille Cimini Fruin 
Peter & Bonnie Gerstenfeld 
Susan Rose & Allan Ghitterman 
Lisa Giegerich & George Polchin 
Liora & Cameron Goodman 
Elsa Granados 
Jane Gray 
Kalie Grubb 

Lisa Guravitz & Mayor Fred Shaw 

Cheri Gurse & Carol Keator 

Beth Hamilton 

Rev. Julia Hamilton 

Lauren Hanson 

Gregg Hart 

Nancy & Larry Harter 

Supervisor Joan Hartmann 

Sarah Hearon 

Richard & Karen Heimberg 

Cindy Heller 

Chris & Erin Henson 

Jesus Herrera 

Zoe Hinck 

Caroline Hollister 

Dr. Beverly Holmes 

Mary E Howe-Grant, Ph.D. 

& Peter C. Ford, Ph.D. 

Joyce Howerton 
Amanda Hsiung 
Rob & Vikki Hunt 
K. Ingraham 
Martineau Ingraham 
Hon. Hannah-Beth Jackson 
& Judge George Eskin 
Bonnie & Dick Jensen 
Laura Macker Johnston 
Joan, Monica & Desmond Jones 
Deborah Karoff & Anna DiStefano 
Jane & Randall King 
Terry Kleid 
Audrie Krause 


Angie Swanson-Kyriaco 
& James Kyriaco Jr. 

Elinor & James Langer 
Kate Lee & Brett Gewirtzman 
Gary Levin 
Monique Limon 
Barbara Lindemann 
Sheila Lodge 
Anna M. Lopez 
Janet Lucy 

Deborah Longstaff Lynch 
& Martin Lynch 
Michal Lynch 
Christine & Bruce Lyon 
Sherry & Craig Madsen 
Sheila Madson & Stefani Golden 
Peter & Frances Marcuse 
Carole Marks 
Frances Shannon Marsh 
Michelle & Jason McIntosh 
Marcia Meier & Rob Hunter 
Ann Micka 

Julie Mickelberry & Robert Hamm 

Maricela Morales 

SB Mayor Cathy Murillo 

Jennifer Musick, MPH 

Maddy Myslinski 

Zahra Nahar-Moore 

Alex & Ken Palley 

Mary Beth Parks 

Mayor Paula Perotte 

Susan Petrovich 

Dr. Linda Phillips 

Beth Pitton-August 

Christina Pizarro 

Marguerite Polos 

Phyllis & Elliot Prager 

Linda & Thomas Putnam 

Gail Rappaport 

Loretta Redd 

Luz Reyes-Martin 

Katelyn Rheinschild 

Hon. Kyle Richards 

Elena Richardson 

Jennifer Navarro Rios 

Carol Rizzo 

Yolanda Robles 

Richard & Beth Rogers 


VOlVe f b H ViSitin ® PP«ntralcoastaf.org Sallow us on Fac^ebo^ 
to keep updated on the latest news and events. ook 


Deborah Rogow & Howard Winant 
Mary & John Romo 
Mary Rose 

Susan Rose & Allan Ghitterman 
Starshine Roshell 
Bobbie Ruh 
Elizabeth Rumelt 
Molly Russ 
Sally & Bill Russ 
Tammy Rutledge 
Maryan Schall 
Helene Schneider 
Dr. Beth Schneider 
Christina Schowe 
The Schowe Family 
Jean K. Schuyler 
Laura Selken 
Marian Shapiro 
Bob & Carole Shapiro 
Jennifer Smith & Carl Neufeld 
Terry Smith 
Kristen Sneddon 
Lindsay & lan Soleimani 
Richard Solomon & Jana Zimmer 
Gloria Soto 
Julia & Jerry Springer 
Judy Stapelmann 
Melinda Staveley 
Deborah Steinhoff 
& Tsuyoshi Hasegawa 
Catherine Swysen & Robert Sanqer 
Dave & Pam Tambo 
Gail & David Teton-Landis 
Jenna & Andrew Tosh 
Li'aTrachtenberg & George Handler 
Linda A Tuomi 

Marcos Vargas & Robin Jacobs 
Carol Vernon & Robert Turbin 
The Vignocchi-Gallant Family - Tim, 
Joan, & Liam 

Margie Weeks & Jack Talbott 
Tom <& Larry Wellen 
Das Williams 

Hon. Janet & Harvey Wolf 
Mary Ellen & Dennis Wylie 
JoAnne Meade Young 
& Michael Young 
Trevor Zierhut 







The State Lands Commission' 
to properly cap Becker Well- 
that has been leaking onto Si 
for years—has been delaye< 
planned on anchoring a bargi 
begin the re-abandonment w 
but water quality remains poi 
swell in the forecast. The new 
is 2/26. 


by Tyler Hayden 
and Jean \amamura 

S anta Barbara County officials made 
great efforts to warn residents of the 
hazards to life and limb that could 
result from the predicted January 9 
storm. They used exceptionally strong 
language for government employees—“sig¬ 
nificant threat,’ “critical situation,” “clear and 
present danger”—to describe how the heavy 
rains that were forecast to pound the South 
Coast might trigger flash flooding and mud¬ 
slides in the Thomas Fire burn scar. Emails, 
texts, and Facebook messages were sent. 
Phone calls were made. A press conference 
was organized. 

In the end, only 15 percent of residents 
under mandatory evacuation orders actu¬ 
ally left their homes, a startlingly low figure 
attributed alternately to Thomas Fire 


Tapping public energy during an 
the subject of an Environmental 
(EDC) project, which hopes to op 
volunteers, who appeared in drc 
Refugio Oil Spill. Ike effort just < 
in the arm from The Fund for Sai 
Refugio, EDC has been looking al 
in emergency preparedness, oil < 
and community outreach and co 
"Facing new offshore oil leasing 
Trump administration and a mas 
onshore oil drilling in Santa Bart 
Linda Krop, EDC's chief counsel," 
better prepared for the next ine\ 


evacu¬ 
ation fatigue, a defiance of Mother Nature, 
or a more general misunderstanding of the 
awesome power of debris flows. 

But as we learn more of the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths of the 21 people con¬ 
firmed killed in one of the worst disasters in 
Santa Barbara history, the consistency and 
accuracy of the official warnings are coming 
under scrutiny. And as we discover mistakes 
in the information that authorities dissemi¬ 
nated, questions are surfacing as to whether 
better decisions could have been made. 

Robert Lewin, director of the county’s 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM), 
admitted this week that his department 
issued conflicting evacuation instructions at 
7 p.m. on Sunday, January 7, approximately 
30 hours before the storm hit “Regrettably 
... I approved a press release and Facebook 
[post] that had discrepancies with the western 
boundary of our intended voluntary evacu¬ 
ation area,” he said in a prepared statement. 

That press release described the voluntary 
boundaries as Highway 192 to the north, the 
ocean to the south, Olive Mill Road to the 
east, and Hot Springs Road to the west. News 
agencies reported the borders this way, and 
the Sheriff’s Office posted the same informa¬ 
tion on its website. However, a map published 
on the county’s own website included a larger 
voluntary evacuation zone that extended far¬ 
ther west to Summit Road. 

The map was accurate, said Lewin; the 
written description was not. A correction was 
never issued, and county officials remained 
unaware of the discrepancy until this Sunday, 
when reporters inquired about the contradic¬ 
tory information. 

Fifteen of the 21 Montecito residents 
who perished in the storm lived in this 
area —under voluntary evacuation orders, 
according to the map, but under no evacu- 


Aiming to add another layer of safe! 
gency preparedness across Its 20 car 
downtown administrative headquai 
Barbara Unified School District will * 
fielding applications fora newly ere. 
ment position. Among other duties, 
Coordinator will oversee spedal proj 
CPR and EpiPen training, for exampl 
a hand in all aspects of school safety 
OSHA practices to hazardous-materi; 
posal—while coordinating emerge 
ness with outside agencies. The appl 
dow is expected to open sometime tl 
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Hot Springs Rd Hot Springs R< 


The history of Pacific Pride Foundatic 
archived at the UCSB Library's Speda 
Collections, to preserve and give accc 
ments capturing Santa Barbara's gay 
ment. Calling Pacific Pride's record ri< 
and emotional, Executive Director Co 
ram said her foundation "has been in 
in the fight against HIV/AIDS, in the s 
marriage equality, and a leader in di< 
equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, tr; 
and queer people in our community 1 
years." UCSB archivist Zak Liebhaber 1 
search for records such as press dippi 
ters, scrapbooks, board minutes, adr 
files, correspondence, event and sub 
audiovisual material, and photograp 
collection. 


old Lydia Sutthithepa—also lived west of Hot 
Springs Road. 

Two others lived in the voluntary area 
described in the January 7 press release. Only 
four fatalities had lived within the mandatory 
evacuation borders. 

The east-west line of Highway 192 , below 
the Thomas Fire bum scar, was used to divide 
Montecito into two distinct emergency notice 
regions: Mandatory evacuation orders were 
issued north of the boundary, and voluntary 
notices were made below the highway. 

The 7,000 residents in the mandatory zone 
were told on January 7 to leave their homes 
immediately. Sheriffs deputies went door- 
to-door the next day to repeat the order. The 
23,000 people in the voluntary area were 


escape the trains of mud and rock that came 
crashing through their neighborhoods. 

The county had never before drawn a 
flood evacuation map for Montecito, and 
these evacuation zones were originally devel¬ 
oped after the 2009 Jesusita Fire. The Sher¬ 
iff’s Office, which is responsible for drawing 
and enforcing emergency-time boundaries, 
determined it needed a fast way to select eas¬ 
ily identifiable areas and the intersections 
required to keep them closed “The 192 is the 
only straight east-west arterial that there was,” 
said Sheriff Bill Brown in an earlier interview. 
“Everything else was a winding spaghetti of 
neighborhood streets.” As a result, the Mon¬ 
tecito zones were not drawn to follow the 
downstream flow of creek channels. 


A day before a highly antidpated Pla 
mission hearing on cannabis, a new 
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STAFF 


DISASTER 


IN OR OUT? The county's written evacuation 
orders described the western edge of 
the voluntary zone as Hot Springs Road. 
However, a map published on the county's 
website extended the area farther west to 
Summit Road. The map was accurate; the 
written description was not. A correction 
was never issued. Fifteen of the 21 Montecito 
residents who perished in the storm — 
their houses indicated here by black markers 
— lived in this area of discrepancy. The two 
people who remain missing (indicated by 
yellow markers) also lived there. 
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ANTA CRUZ 


th* r s 4 yes you mope 


Locally Owned and Operated 

www.santacruzmarkets.com 


Chicken 

BONELESS BREASTS 

$1.98 ib. 


HASS AVOCAOOS 

890 ea. ^ 

ROMA TOMATOES 


Trimmed Beef 

TRI-TIP 


m 


89C 


lb. 


Santa Cruz 

PORK CHORIZO 

$2.49 u. 


CANTALOUPES 


Beef 


BACK RIBS 


$2.98 


lb. 


Beef 

TONGUE 


1. 


lb. 


Springfield (5 oz.) 

CHUNK TUNA . 


JIF (16 oz.) 

PEANUT BUTTER 

$2.89 


ngfield (3 ct.) 


Dona Maria (8 oz.) 


ICROWAVE POPCORN MOLE 


$1.49 W* 


anch Style (15 oz.) 

EANS 


Springfield (32 oz.) 

FRENCH FRIES. 


$2.29 


Iriold'N Soft (15 

SPREAD 


OZ 


$1 




59 


goleta 

757 Hollister Ave 


A BARBARA 
224 W Montecito ‘ 


I Non featuring fresh bread daily from 

I o n_n ■ J 



21st Mudflow Victim Found 


W ith the discovery of Faviola 
Benitez Calderons body on 
January 20, the death toll 
inflicted by Montecitos January 
9 avalanche of mud and boulders 
has risen to 21. With two persons 
still missing, its sure to hit 23. 

In Sacramento, Governor 
Jerry Brown declared Monday 
a Day of Remembrance and 
ordered flags flown at half-staff. 

Among the dead, the governor 
noted, were a 3-year-old and 
an 89-year-old celebrating his 
birthday. Two families lost at least 
three members. Victims, he said, 
included a teacher, a surgeon, a scoutmaster, 
and a Korean War veteran. 

Calderon was a 28-year-old mother 
of two and immigrant from Mexico who 
worked as a housekeeper and nanny. Her 
10-year-old son, Jonathan, also died; her 
husband, Victor, who runs a landscaping 
business, and her 2-year-old son, Ian, 
managed to survive and are reportedly 
recuperating at Cottage Hospital. 

Calderon was described as “a bright light” 
by her neighbor Lori Ann Lieberman. “She 
was wonderful, kind, gentle, a great cook, a 
gracious hostess, and always had a twinkle 
in her eye,” recalled Cassie Neumann, whose 
Houston-based family spent the past three 
summers living next to Calderon and her 
extended family. “Our doors were always 
open. Her kids played with my kids. There 
was always a basketball hoop in the cul-de- 
sac, and the kids were either there or on the 
trampoline in heryard,”said Neumann.“She 
was always giving the kids Popsicles.” 

While Montecito is overwhelmingly 
white—92 percent according to the 2010 
census—nearly half the debris-flow victims 
were immigrants. And for immigrant 
families seeking relief, that’s a serious issue, 
said Lucas Zucker with the immigrant rights 



organization CAUSE (Central Coast Alliance 
United for a Sustainable Economy). “Ten 
thousand people lived in Montecito. Many 
of these people had maids, housekeepers, 
nannies, gardeners, and personal assistants, 
and many of them were undocumented,” 
Zucker said. “As such, they’re not eligible 
for FEMA assistance.” 

To fill this gap, CAUSE and two 
other Central Coast immigrant rights 
organizations have just launched 805 
UndocuFund (805undocujund.org), modeled 
after a similar venture that emerged to 
provide assistance to undocumented 
workers in Northern California in the wake 
of October’s deadly Tubbs Fire. Backing this 
effort with $100,000 in startup seed money 
is Direct Relief. 


NEWS BRIEFS cont'dfromp.9 

family emergency out of the area, said 3rd District 
Supervisor Joan Hartmann at a prior meeting. 

A past member of the Historic Landmarks Advi¬ 
sory Commission, Parke said in a statement he 
believes agriculture "has proven to be the most 
constant part of the County's economy and most 
valuable component of our quality of life." 


BUSINESS 


was scaring shoppers away from downtown 
by accentuating the negative rather than the 
possible. Campbell couldn't be reached for 
comment. Members of the DO board, fearful of 
possible litigation, explained only, "This is an 
unresolved personnel matter and we can't dis¬ 
cuss it." Boardmember Dave Lombardi leads the 
DO in the interim. 


The same week it was announced that Down¬ 
town Organization (DO) executive Maggie 

Se?K ad S ned ' ChamberofCommer « 

President Ken Oplmger announced he'd been 
hosp,tal«ed after suffering a heart attack 

JoE 35 bMn released from s ‘- 




Women's Economic Ventures (WEV) has estab¬ 
lished a website (relief.wevonline.org/biz 
disasterrecovery) that collects resource informa¬ 
tion for businesses, nonprofits, and individuals 
suffering the aftereffects of the Thomas Fire and 
subsequent flood. Among the listings are Small 
Business Administration low-interest disaster 
loans, WEV's own loan program, insurance and 
unemployment help, and where to get updates 

. J..- . • r ... _II.. C-.nt3 


Suzanne Grimmesey of County 
Behavioral Wellness said the Local Recovery 
and Assistance Center that opened last week 
— a one-stop-shopping space located in 
Calvary Chapel on Calle Cesar Chavez to 
connect those in need with the multitude 
of state, local, and federal agencies— has 
been taking pains to create a safe space 
for immigrants, regardless of legality. 

FEMA doesn’t ask about your status,’ 
Grimmesey said. -Nick Welsh 
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From the Fire into the Surf 

How Montecito Mud Winds Up at Goleta Beach 


by IticKnda Bursts 

A whiff of charred wood comes off the 
piles of black mud that are dumped 
daily into the ocean at Goleta Beach 
State Park, part of the cleanup of 
Montecito in the wake of the catastrophic 
January 9 debris flow. It’s mud from the 
Thomas Fire burn area in the mountains 
behind the community, and, according to 
Seth Shank, a senior environmental planner 
with County Flood Control, it will look like 
beach sand within 24 hours. 

“Beach nourishment, that’s what we call 
it,” he said, noting that there is now a strip of 
sand at high tide where there had been none 
in recent years.“You can smell the fire, but it’s 
really beach-compatible — coarse-grained 
and sandy without a lot of clay.” 

The beach may be coming back, but the 
waters unhealthy. Swimming and surfing 
are off-limits at Goleta Beach, Arroyo Burro 
Beach, Carpinteria State Beach, El Capitan 
State Beach, Hope Ranch Beach, Leadbet- 
ter Beach, Summerland Beach, and Ham¬ 
mond’s Beach because of high levels of 
bacteria in the water, County Public Health 
officials said on Wednesday. The county is 
conducting weekly ocean water sampling 
along the coast. 

Since January 11, Shank said, County 
Public Works crews have dumped between 
10,000 and 13,000 cubic yards of mud at 
Goleta Beach, averaging about 100 truck- 
loads per day. That’s less than the 15,000 
cubic yards that were dumped on the beach 
after a routine cleanup in the Goleta Slough 
last fall, he said. During the very wet winter 
of 1995 , by comparison, 500,000 cubic yards 
of mud from the slough were deposited onto 
Goleta Beach, Shank said. 

East of Montecito, the sand and silt that 
poured into the Carpinteria Salt Marsh 
Reserve from Franklin and Santa Monica 
creeks on January 9 is being dredged out 
and dumped into the ocean at Ash Avenue— 
more than 14,000 cubic yards to date. Out 
of an abundance of caution,” a Public Health 
press release said, the public is barred from 



MUDDY BOOTS: It. General Todd Semonite, who 
commands the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, toured 
Montecito s devastation. 


trucks at Goleta Beach and Ash Avenue. The 
samples are sent to a lab in Santa Maria to 
be tested for toxins, including heavy met¬ 
als, gasoline, and polychlorinated biphenyls, 
or hazardous chemicals that were formerly 
used in electrical transformers. Testing will 
be performed at both locations at least once 
a week as the cleanup continues, Shank said. 

Tests of mud samples taken in Monte¬ 
cito on January 13-14 by a consulting firm 
for the county have detected levels of two 
substances—fecal bacteria from untreated 
sewage and chemicals found in gasoline and 
motor oil—that could pose a health risk to 
cleanup workers. Workers have been advised 
to wear rubber boots and nitrile gloves and 
wash their hands often. 

All dump trucks carrying mud and debris 
from Montecito must travel first to the Ven¬ 
tura County Fairgrounds, where their loads 
are sorted into piles of mud, rocks, metal, and 
woody debris. 

At Goleta Beach, Shank said, truckloads of 
mud containing too much trash are turned 
away. After a load is dumped, bulldozers 
spread it out on a portion of beach near the 
unnpr narking lots. County workers pick out 



As we all continue to recover from the aftermath of fires, destri 
floods and mudslides, GranVida shares its heart with each of you 

At GranVida Senior Living, we were fortunate to be spared t 
that many of our friends and neighbors in Santa Barbara Coun 
suffered. We opened our doors to victims of the Thomas Fire v 
homes were in danger. _ 

And while the fires are extinguished, and the rains have subsided, 
know there are still many friends and neighbors in need of a warr 
or a shoulder to lean on. GranVida Senior Living is proud to ope 
heart and our hands to those who still need it most. We welcoi 
into our home-together, we will rise above. 

In these moments, we are committed more than ever to providii 
great life in our small town. 
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SEEING GREEN: Supervisor Steve Lavagnino exulted afterthe board agreed to a menu of cannabis taxes expected t 
generate $20 million to $40 million. 


City and County Talk Pot Taxes 

Set at 6 tent Retail in City; County 6oes to a Vote 



lbr next ONLINE INFO SESSIONS to learn more 
BA Psychology • Tues. Feb. 20 • 5:30 pm 
BS Bu siness • Wed. Feb. 21 • 5:30 pm 


by Kelsey Brugger 
and Wick Welsh 

A ft * a successful lobbying effort by the 
cannabis industry, the Santa Barbara 
County supervisors voted 4-1 to place 
a cannabis tax structure on the June ballot 
that is considerably lower than previously 
discussed. 





The decision means county voters must 
decide whether or not to approve a one 
percent to 6 percent tax on gross receipts 
at each step of the supply chain. In total, 
the county tax could not exceed 8 percent 
(Cumulatively, county and state taxes are 
not expected to exceed 30 percent) 


houses are already occupied, particularly by 
winemakers. County Supervisor Das Wil¬ 
liams quipped, “Maybe it will ease off the 
pressure we are feeling in Carpinteria.” 

Williams stressed a reasonable tax rate 
would pay for county regulators to go after 
unlicensed operators. A public speaker 
capped in a purple visor that read “Tepus- 
quet Crisis Committee” agreed. The com¬ 
mittee formed to address the drought 
but transitioned to fight cannabis in their 
neighborhood. 

The tax measure could function as a ref¬ 
erendum on the county’s proposed ordi¬ 
nance. The county supervisors disagreed 


L ‘We’re looking at 2019 
before any shops are open. 1 


~ 6raham Farrar 


This translates to $20 million to $40 
million m county tax revenue, according 
to County Supervisor Steve Lavagnino, at 
a time when local governments through¬ 
out California are struggling with high 
employee pension costs. Santa Barbara 
County has a roughly *27 million deficit 
A chunk of the tax revenue would fund 
at least 20 new county staff positions for law 
enforcement and drug treatment 


about whether to place a general or special 
tax on the ballot A simple majority is all 
that is required for a general tax while two- 
thirds is needed for a special tax. A special 
tax would require the supervisors to specify 
exactly how the money would be spent 


impacT^ l! 1 11 land_USe and ^th 

r hole process has been rou - 

S2 t S , hela ™ ented ’ adc hng;T think we 
are giving the industry a lot” 


are giving the industry a lot” 

The supervisors also expressed concern 
at they could lose out on tax revenue from 
cannabis operators who choose to do busi- 
"^^^^•npocwherecomS- 

members have indicated they do not plan 
or restrict the industry at all. Wolf 
however, noted, “We’re never going to be’ 
able to compete with a place like Lompoc.” 

any case, Lompoc has a limited avail- 
)ility of real ecfatA i_ - 


, “ ' ^mpoc has a limited avail- 

abikty of real estate. State law restricts can- 
nab,s producers from being within 6on 


M eanwhile, members of the Santa Bar¬ 
bara City Council found themselves 
dancing with two left feet when it 
came to figuring out how much to tax the 
burgeoning pot industry as well as how big 
they wanted that industry to get. Delib¬ 
erations were anything but pretty, and 
the council—still missing a key seventh 
found itself deadlocked along fac¬ 
tional lines more than few times. 

Mayor Cathy Murillo and councilmem- 
bers Gregg Hart and Eric Friedman all 
wanted to reduce the amount of time it will 
take the new adult recreational dispensa¬ 
ries to get up and operating while in the 
same breath reducing the tax bite imposed 
n new operations from what city bean 
counters had proposed. On the other side 
p J . C ° Uncjfriernbers Dominguez, 




MEWS of the WEEK 


Westside Council Seat to Go to 




I rTTi rTj Wt 


Guaranteed 


M controversial proposal to 


ilWi 1X3*01 I 






M Tnmifv 


mnmwrowromti 


rules, the tie vote meant the 
previous approval stood. For the new 
council, the deadlock vote underscored 
the imperative to secure a seventh voting 
member. That wont happen, however, until 
this June. 

The council voted 5-1 to fill the vacancy 
left by former 3 rd District councilmember 
Cathy Murillos mayoral win by holding an 
election, which will take place five months 
hence. In so doing, the council opted to 
ignore the advice of City Attorney Ariel 
Calonne, who insisted the city charter 
dictated they appoint Murillos successor on 
the council. District election advocates have 
disagreed, threatening to sue unless the fate 
of the largest minority-majority district in 
the city is resolved by election. 

Assuming this decision stands, the 
council—split into two even camps—could 
experience chronic deadlock. In the case of 
the proposed housing project—in which 
issues of density and affordability compete 
with neighborhood compatibility — the 
developer already has permits to build six 
luxury condos, but would prefer to build 


WTF: Councilmember Randy Rowse can t believe the vacant council 
seat won t be filled until a June election. 


smaller, high-density rentals catering to 
people making 120 percent of area median 
income. Neighbors came out in force, 
objecting the project doesn’t provide enough 
parking spaces and is too big and out of 
character with its surroundings. 

New councilmember Eric Friedman 
cast the last ballot in favor of the project 
— and against the appeal—but not before 
delivering an anguished monologue. “I have 
to make a bet against someone who may be 
bluffing,” he said, referring to the developer’s 
option to build condos instead. “I just can’t.” 
Councilmember Jason Dominguez, who 
opposed the proposal, said no one has built 
luxury condos in seven years. Councilmember 
Gregg Hart disagreed, pointing out such 
condos were currently under construction 
on outer State Street. Mayor Murillo said even 
though she wanted to dislike the project and 
wanted people in the room to like her, she had 
to vote against the appeal. “This is one of the 
worst appeals I’ve ever seen,” she said. After 
the council deadlocked, she stated, “We did 
our job.” -Nick Welsh 


S.B. Applicants Re-up for DACA 


H omeland Security is once again accepting 
renewal applications from those in the 
DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) program, which had stopped when 
President Trump canceled it in September 
2017. At the time. Trump said Congress 
should pass a law to replace DACA before 
its protections began to end in March. Since 
no such provision was included in the recent 
spending bill, Democratic senators initially 
refused to vote for it, thus shutting down 
the government for about 64 hours. Sen¬ 
ate leader Mitch McConnell then made 
a stronger promise to debate DACA by 
mid-February. The short-term bill, which 
expires February 8, passed the Senate 81-18. 
California senators Dianne Feinstein and 
Kamala Harris voted against it because it 
did not include DACA guarantees. After 
passing the House, the president signed it 
Monday night, tweeting, “Democrats cave 
on Shutdown.” 

“Honestly, who knows what’s going on in 
Washington’’ said Diane Martinez at Immi- 


years, are possible again. After Trump ter¬ 
minated the program, California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra and several others 
sued to stop Trump’s executive order. When 
a federal district court ruled DACA would 
continue while the suit progressed, the pro¬ 
gram was restored last week. The admin¬ 
istration says it will approach the Supreme 
Court. 

DACA applicants were brought across 
the border as children illegally. Most know 
no other country or culture but the United 
States. President Barack Obama created 
the program by executive order in 2012 
after Republicans fought against the 2001 
DREAM (Development, Relief, and Educa¬ 
tion for Alien Minors) Act and all the suc¬ 
cessive legislative attempts. The Dreamers’ 
protected status can be revoked at any time, 
and if arrested, they could face deportation. 
“Those who are now able to reapply are very 
relieved,” Martinez said. 

Immigrant Hope and Importa are Santa 
Barbara’s two agencies authorized by the 
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JOURNEY'S END: Truckloads from Montecito arrive at a quarry near Buellton. 


— photographs, notebooks, even a china 
plate—which are saved in hopes of locating 
the owners. 

As the cleanup proceeds, county offi¬ 
cials said, Montecito roads and culverts are 
expected to be largely cleared by January 31. 
Some repairs will take longer, including res¬ 
toration of the arched bridge at Ashley Road 
and Highway 192 , where the mudflow left a 
mark 12 feet high on the surrounding trees. 
(Dramatic drone videos show the bridge 
before-and-after view at the county’s Face- 
book page.) 

The creeks below the Thomas Fire bum 
area have been cleared so that water can flow 
down them, said Tom Fayram, deputy direc¬ 
tor of County Public Works. But the masses 


of rock and mud that were scooped out 
and dumped along the banks must still be 
removed, and that’s potentially a job for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, he said. 

It will take at least another month, 
according to Fayram, for the Army 
Corps to finish cleaning out the 11 debris 
basins that act as safety checks on the 
creeks. In the San Ysidro Creek basin, 
he said, the rocks and debris were piled 
up 30-40 feet above the rim. Overall, only 
40,000 cubic yards of mud, rocks, and 
dead trees, or 10 percent of the 400,000 
cubic yards that dropped into the basins 
on January 9, have been removed, Fayram 
said: “It’s indescribable what happened 
out there.” ■ 


101 Back in Business 
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C aftrans workers finally 
got the better of the 
debris choking High¬ 
way 101 after two weeks of 
struggle, opening the free¬ 
way to traffic as of Sunday 
at noon. The effort involved 
350 workers—state and pri¬ 
vate contractors—working 
around the clock with count¬ 
less trucks, big rigs, and exca¬ 
vators to haul off 105,000 
cubic yards of muck, all at a 
cost of $12 million. 

About 95,000 motorists 
use this stretch of road a day, and for 15,000 
Ventura County residents, it’s how they get 
to their jobs in Santa Barbara. For employ¬ 
ers large and small, it’s been a significant 
hardship. UCSB was forced to make do 



According to Semonite, who was dressed 
in camo fatigues, about 70 Army Corps staff 
have been assigned to the task, and that 
doesn t count the contractors hired. They’re 
hauling boulders and other storm-swept 


hotels. 

In the meantime, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers signified the seriousness with 
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SOLIDARITY: The Women's March turned into the Women's Rally when police informed organizers so many officers 
were working the Montecito recovery that they couldn't barricade streets for a march. 


Thousands Rally Against Trump 


N early 3,500 people turned out for 
Santa Barbaras Women’s March 
on Saturday, said organizer Michal 
Lynch, filling De la Guerra Plaza and wav¬ 
ing homemade signs. One read, “Grab 
them by the midterms,” and another 
quoted Martin Luther King Jr.: “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

The upbeat rally kicked off with cheers 
as City Fire Truck 1 drove along De la 
Guerra Street and many danced along 
with Janet Reineck and her World Dance 
troupe. Sojourner Kincaid Rolle swung 
into her poem “I Am That Woman.” A 
group of Chumash women offered a 
prayer, burning sage and tobacco. 

Though Lynch had originally stated 
there would be no politicians, both 
recently elected Santa Barbara City Mayor 
Cathy Murillo and Goleta School Board- 
member Susan Epstein, who is running 
for the 2 nd District supervisorial seat, 
spoke aptly on getting women into poli¬ 
tics. Two who applied to be appointed to 
Murillo’s 3 rd District council seat, Laura 
Smith, with the reSisters Choir, and Chel¬ 


sea Lancaster, with El Centro, also appeared 
at the rally. 

As the gathering extended into a sec¬ 
ond hour, a couple dozen people, impatient 
with being unable to march, started an 
impromptu walk down State Street, shout¬ 
ing, “This is how democracy looks.” They 
missed much-cheered exhortations on 
social justice, immigration, sex identifica¬ 
tion, incarceration, slavery, human traffick¬ 
ing, the obligations of the cis-terhood, Santa 
Barbaras history of native repression, Hal¬ 
loween in Isla Vista, and “an overwhelming 
police presence” by speakers from Planned 
Parenthood, the American Civil Liberties 
Union, and Black Lives Matter; an eloquent 
anarchist; and about a dozen more. 

With speeches increasingly delivered in 
angry shouts — one young woman yelled 
about global injustice, climate change, the 
devastation in Montecito, and surviving 
the massive Typhoon Haiyan of 2013—the 
crowd began to melt away, but organizer 
Lynch felt optimistic, saying she was glad to 
have voices that were seldom heard. 

—Jean Yamamura 


DISASTER WARNINGS CONT'D FROM P.9 


evacuation alerts. Tecolote, Eagle, Dos Pueb¬ 
los, and Gato canyons were all in the man¬ 
datory zone. No voluntary warnings were 
issued. 

Once again, there was a discrepancy 
between the written press release and the 
county’s official map for the Gaviota and 
Goleta area. This time, the wording was 
right and the map was wrong. Independent 
reporters alerted authorities to the error on 
the evening of January 7, and OEM officials 
corrected the map soon after. 

While Gaviota and Goleta were spared 
the storm’s wrath, Montecito felt its full force. 
At a press conference this Sunday, January 
21, Brown claimed that only six Montecito 
victims lived in the voluntary area, while 11 
lived“right on the border,” as outlined on the 
January 9 map. Those 11 fatalities, however, 
had lived on the south side of the 192 , which 
that same map clearly described as the vol¬ 
untary zone. 

The debris-flow devastation that ran 


hit hardest. The paths of destruction down 
to the ocean closely mirrored historical sur¬ 
veys of the same geological events and were 
nearly identical to FEMA’s current flood- 
zone charts, but the county did not use any 
of these to draft its evacuation map. 

The north-south routes also followed 
the same drainage channels highlighted in 
another map presented by county flood- 
control managers during an earlier, January 
5, press conference. Bold swatches of red (for 
the bum scar) and blue (for the flood routes) 
previewed the impacts of a 100- or 500-year 
storm. Thick blue lines stretched down 
from the mountains, then pooled together 
between Fernald Point and Butterfly Beach 
as hypothetical mudslides clogged bridges 
and overwhelmed catch basins, spilling 
debris into neighborhoods—the exact sce¬ 
nario that played out in the dreadful morn¬ 
ing hours of January 9. 

The flood map was published on January 
5 on the county’s website. It allowed residents 
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CANNABIS TAX cont d from p. 12 

the number of recreational retail outlets City Hall 
would allow reduced from five—approved late last 
year—to three. That’s in addition to a maximum of 
three allowed medical dispensaries. (Of those, none 
are currently in operation.) 

Ironically, a very large cannabis operator head¬ 
quartered in Santa Barbara—Canndescent—argued 
as well that the number of retail oudets should be 
reduced; if the market gets oversaturated, repre¬ 
sentatives predicted, there would be a “race to the 
bottom” in the weed trade. 

City Hall bean counters initially proposed impos¬ 
ing a 6 percent tax on retail operations and 6 percent, 
too, on manufacturing operations. Because county 
supervisors voted Tuesday to drop the manufactur¬ 
ing tax to 3 percent (from 6 percent). Hart argued 
the city should do likewise or risk losing the lucrative 
manufacturing business. 

After considerable back and forth, the council 
agreed to reduce the taxes on manufacturing, but to 
maintain the 6 percent tax on retail. In both delibera¬ 
tions, it was council newcomer Sneddon who made 
the successful motion and also provided the key 
swing vote to secure the majority needed. By meet¬ 
ings end, it was clear to all that the brave new world 
of legalized recreational pot was still many moons 
away within city limits. As cannabis entrepreneur 
Graham Farrar lamented, the net effect of all the city’s 
rules and regulations was the same as an outright ban. 
“Were looking at 2019 before any shops are open,” 
he complained. Retail applications are due no later 
than March 20 and will be rated competitively. Final 
selection is scheduled for May 20. ■ 


DISASTER WARNINGS CONT'D FROM P.15 

that flood map with their evacuation map, which did not display 
predicted flood paths. Lewin said later he thought making both 
maps available would confuse residents. 

In the days leading up to the storm, forecasters said the flood 
risk was 10 times greater than in a normal year. But they later said 
they could never have anticipated the record-breaking downpour 
or the massive size of the debris flows that followed.“The expecta¬ 
tion was that rainfall of one inch per hour could kick something 
loose, but that it wouldn’t go very far,” said Kevin Cooper, a biolo¬ 
gist with the U.S. Forest Service, who consulted on the evacuation 
map.“As slopes lessen, the debris drops out. For something to push 
all the way out to the ocean like it did, it had to be an extraordinary 
event” By the end, Montecito received about 3.3 inches of rain. 
Of that, a half inch fell within five minutes. According to county 
records, it was a 200-year event 

Some of the victims were dragged more than a mile from their 
homes. Brown said recovery teams continue to comb the area for 
the remains of Cantin and Sutthithepa.“It’s very possible that they 
could be underneath a significant amount of mud that is drying 
and has to be removed,” he said. “Its possible one or more of them 
could have been swept out to sea.” 

In the days immediately following the disaster, Brown dis¬ 
missed questions about the adequacy of the evacuation orders. 
He said trying to identify where in the evacuation zones victims 
lived and where the majority of the damage was concentrated was 
“splitting hairs” and a disservice to first responders, whose heroic 
efforts remain undisputed 

In the days before the storm arrived, Lewin continually 
stressed that all Montecito residents needed to take personal 
responsibility for their own safety. Sign up for the county’s alerts, 
he urged. Check the map. Make a plan.“But unfortunately, unlike 
in the fire, where we could merely say to evacuate ahead of time, 
sometimes evacuation isn’t the best choice,” he said during the 



January 5 press conference. “Sometimes the best thing for people 
to do is to go to their neighbors home that’s on high ground to 
get out of harms way. Sometimes the best action is to merely 
shelter in place.” 

At 2:46 a.m. on the night of the storm, as the hills started to 
slide, OEM sent a flash-flood cell-phone alert to Montecito resi¬ 
dents registered with the county’s digital emergency notification 
Aware & Prepare program, saying: “GO TO HIGH GROUND.” 

Recipients have since complained the directive was unclear. 
While some interpreted it to mean run outside and head uphill, 
Eric Boldt, a National Weather Service warning coordination 
meteorologist in Oxnard, explained such messages in flash-flood 
situations actually mean stay put. “Go to the highest part of your 
house,” he said,“an attic or even a countertop.” It makes little sense 
to try and outrun a debris flow, he went on.“It’s better to evacuate 
before the storm starts.” 

Records show that approximately 41,000 Santa Barbara 
County residents—or just above 10 percent of the total popula¬ 
tion—have opted into the Aware & Prepare program. Lewin 
couldn’t say how many of them lived in Montecito. ■ 



Ultimately, 

it’s your experience 

that matters. 

To be sure, we're proud of our 30 years of experience 
in senior living. But, to us, what really matters 
is your experience at our co mmu nities. 

We invite you to experience Maravilla for yourself 
at a complimentary lunch and tour. 

Please call 805.576.7407 to schedule. 

^ Chef’s Chat 

Wednesday, January 31 st • 11:30am 
Enjoy a cooking demonstration and a special chat 
with our resident ChefPorhllio Lemus. Tasty hors 
d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. 

Please call 805.576.7407 to RSVP. 


Maravilla 


Independent & Assisted Living 
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CAPITOL LETTERS 



Unintended 
Consequences 


In 'Dump Trump' Climate, Democrats Flock to 
Run for Congress—Which May Help GOP 


A t first glance, the surprise retire¬ 
ments of two entrenched and 
embattled Southern California 
Republican Congress members 
is terrific news for Democrats, in their des¬ 
perate bid to seize control of the House in 
Novembers midterm elections. 

Well, watch what you wish for, Dems. 
Quick update for those who’ve been 
focused on more existential matters of fire 


direcdy to Trump, in a field packed with 
Democrats. 

A notable example of the kind of 
Republican profile that could prevail 
despite anti-Trump sentiment: Assem- 
blymember Rocky Chavez, whose 
relatively moderate positions on taxes, 
immigration, and offshore drilling 
depart from those of our 46 percent 
45th president, and who wasted no 


It would be a cruel irony if Democrats fail 
in November because of an abundance 
of enthusiasm within their party. 


and flood: In recent weeks, Donald Trumps 
overwhelming unpopularity in California 
inspired representatives Darrell Issa and Ed 
Royce, a pair of routinely reelected fixtures 
amid the states Republican small congres¬ 
sional delegation, to call it quits. 

Both longtime incumbents, from San 
Diego and Orange County, were key tar¬ 
gets in an aggressive national Democratic 
strategy to land the House by ousting GOP 
members in districts Hillary Clinton won 
in 2016. 

In a political paradox, however, Califor¬ 
nia’s top-two primary rules now may make 
it less likely that Democrats will prevail for 
the seats. Because so many galvanized party 
wannabes are signing up to run, chances 
now increase that newly minted Republi¬ 
cans could finish one-two in the primaries, 
freezing the Dems out come fall runoffs. 

“Prior to the retirement announce¬ 
ments, Democrats have been pounding 
for months on Royce and Issa, yoking the 
two vulnerable Republicans to a president 
loathed in this heavily Democratic state,” 
noted the redoubtable political reporter 
David Siders.“But with no GOP incumbent 
in either race—and with Democratic can¬ 
didates threatening to splinter their party’s 
share of the vote—Democrats now face the 
prospect of getting scrubbed entirely from 
the November ballot.” 

So motivated are Democrats by their 
contempt for Trump (66-to-30 percent dis¬ 
approval in a recent UC Berkeley poll) and 
his radical right-wing policies, in fact, that 
nearly 70 party contenders are campaign¬ 
ing in the 14 GOP-held districts in the state 
— dozens more than ran for those seats 
in the past three congressional elections 
combined. In Royce’s 39 th District alone, 
seven viable Democrats are battling each 


time filing for Issa’s seat about 12 sec¬ 
onds after the nine-term incumbent 
called it quits. 

Not only the seats of Issa and Royce 
but also those of five other pro-Clinton 
Republican House members in Orange 
County and the Central Valley are criti¬ 
cal to Dem hopes of flipping 24 GOP 
seats nationally to win the House—and 
a fragment of Beltway power. 

In midterm elections. Democratic 
performance often wanes because of 
low turnout by their voters, compared 
to the GOP. It would be a cruel irony if 
Democrats fail in November because 
of an abundance of enthusiasm within 
their party. 


other for party voters, while four already 




Election updates. The top-two pri¬ 
mary may hinder Dems in some local 
races, but it doesn’t hurt at all in state¬ 
wide contests. 

Two party worthies. Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor Gavin Newsom and former L.A. 
mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, according 
to both Berkeley’s Institute of Gov¬ 
ernmental Studies poll and the Public 
Policy Institute of California survey, 
are running well ahead of Republican 
contenders John Cox and Travis Allen, 
the latter of whom hold single-digit per¬ 
centages among likely voters. 

This sets up scenarios for an all- 
Democrat runoff in November between 
Newsom, campaigning as the tribune 
of the party’s left wing, and the more 
pro-business Villaraigosa, who’s urging 
Latinos to make history by electing him. 

In the U.S. Senate race, Dianne Fein- 
stein holds a comfortable lead over State 
Senate President Kevin de Le6n. 

He hopes to capitalize on anti-Trump 
fever, portraying the moderate incum- 


sansum 

glCLINIC 

for your good health 


Health Educatic 


FEBRI 


Sansum Clinic’s unified, patient-first apprc 
around you. We provide health education prog 
no-cost to the community. Learn more at wwv 


Special Upcoming Program 

STRESS MANAGEMENT 

Simple strategies to minimize the effect of stress. 

Join us to discuss ways to relax, improve communi 
find more joy in every day. This entertaining and 
workshop is presented by Jay Winner, MD. 

3-part program meets March 5,12 & 19 from 6:C 
Free of charge & open to the community. Space i 
required in advance. 

To RSVP call (866) 829-0909 or visit Calendar.S 


ADVANCE DIRECTIVES 
WORKSHOP 

Santa Barbara (Free) 

Mon 2/12 

10:00 am -12:00 Noon 


Lompoc (Free) 


DIABETES & 

PRE-DIABETES BASICS 
Lompoc ($15) Sant 

This is a 2-day program 
Thurs 2/8 & 2/15 
5:30-7:00 pm 


Wed 2/7 
10:00 am-12:00 Noon 


BALANCE & MOBILITY 

Santa Barbara ($40) 

Tues 2/6 

Weekly thru 2/27 
10:00- 11:00 am 


HEALTHY PEOPLE, 
HEALTHY TRAILS 
Santa Barbara (Free) 
See HealthyPeople 
HealthyTrails.org 

to find easy walks 


BARIATRIC SURGERY 
ORIENTATION 
Santa Barbara (Free) 

Mon 2/12 
5:45 pm 


MEDICARE 

Santa Barbara (Free) 

Tues 2/20 

10:00 am-12:00 Noon 


DIABETES & 
PRE-DIABETES BASICS 
Santa Barbara ($15) 
This is a 3-day program 
Wed 2/14,2/21 & 2/28 
5:15-6:45 pm 


NUTRITION FOR A 
HEALTHY HEART 
Santa Barbara ($10) 

Wed 2/28 
5:15-6:45 pm 


2: 


CANCER CENTER ONCOLOGY PATIENT SUPPOR' 


Nutrition, exercise, education, support groups, 
Resource Library to answer your questions. 

Open to cancer patients and caregivers in the coi 
Free of charge. 


Visit www.calendar.ridleytreecc.org 


Register Online! 
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Betsy H. Green 

08/26/25-01/02/18 


Betsy made her entrance in Buf¬ 
falo and lived here and there, 
each move an improvement in 
climate and scenery. Seattle had 
the University of Washington, 
skiing, wild mountain blackber¬ 
ries, and William J. Green. That 
sufficed until she and Bill visited 

Santa Barbara in 1964. They relo¬ 
cated within a matter of weeks, 
two kids in tow. On January 2, 

2018, at the age of 92, Betsy made 
her exit in Santa Barbara, in her 
beloved glass room, with two 
kids holding her hands. 

She had a sneaky sense of 
humor. She was charming and 
classy. She liked to do for others. 

She was dependable and no- 
nonsense. She made a mean pie. 

And she had a lethal grip. 1 

Betsy was a creature of habit , 

(cocktailhour,Jeopardy!) ...but 

she was no homebody. She vol¬ 
unteered for the Santa Barbara 
Symphony Music Van, a mobile 
classroom. She liked to tool 
around in a classic BMW. Her 
passion for polar bears led her to 
the Canadian tundra at age 80. 

She liked to bask in the sun at 
the Mesa Cafe. Perhaps you saw 
her there, hanging out with her 
favorite dog, sipping a margarita. 

Betsy got her degree in music 
from the University of Washing¬ 
ton in 1948. Music was a reliable 
source of pleasure throughout 
her life. Even when she couldn’t 
walk in the last few days of her 
life, she still tapped her foot 
to Mel Brooks’ “Recording the 
Producers” and favorite tracks 
of Canadian Brass. The 'Hiree 
Tenors’performance of“Nessun 
Dorma” gave her a thrill—every 
time. 

Betsy and Bill enjoyed success 
running a local building special- 
ties business. When they closed 
up shop they did some travel¬ 
ing and made frequent trips to 
Seattle, where Betsy developed a 
taste for art glass. Her collection 
grew by leaps and bounds, neck 
and neck with her collection of 

all things polar bear. 

__ _ AiAnt OPt to _ 


to make that happen, we 11 abide 
by her wishes. 

Betsy is survived by son Bob 
Green (Lindsey) of Goleta,and 
by daughter Barbara Jo Green 
(Buddy) of Seattle. 

The family is forever indebted 
to the team of capable and com¬ 
passionate caregivers who were 
always there for Betsy when we 
couldn’t be: Meredith, Mery, 
Claudia, Ana, Elena, Nelly, and 
Bonnie, to name a few. Thank 
you to Steven H. Young, Jeff Kup- 
perman, and the many kind and 
dedicated medical professionals 
who kept her kicking all these 
years. And finally, much love and 
appreciation to Karen Freeman 
and nephew Kevin Murphy, who 
kept t he blackberries coming. 

RuthTjoeT - 

H7/18/33-01/11/18 


Ruth Thomas Joel - Dobbs 
Ferry, NY/ Santa Barbara, C A 
- passed away peacefully on 
January 11,2018, of Alzheimer’s 
disease. Born July 18,1933 in Bur¬ 
lington, Vermont, Ruth attended 

Brandeis University. After 
graduating college and traveling 
around Europe she moved to 
New York City where she joined 
the Dessoff Choirs. There she met 
her beloved husband of thirty- 
four years, Bert Joel, with whom 
she raised daughters Sharon and 
Adele in Dobbs Ferry. 

Ruth worked as a librarian 
and practiced yoga and medita¬ 
tion. Throughout their lives Ruth 
and Bert enjoyed classical and 
folk concerts, and took many 
camping trips to National Parks. 
Friends remember Ruth for her 
kind nature, outgoing personality 
and hearty laughter. 

After being diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s, Ruth moved to 
Santa Barbara to live with daugh¬ 
ter Adele and son-in-law Lee 
Menichella. In her final year 
Ruth lived at Heritage House, 
a memory care facility in Santa 
Barbara. Widowed in 1991, Ruth 
is survived by daughters Sharon 
and Adele and grandson Stefan 
Menichella. She is also survived 
by her brother George Thomas 
r>f Rnrlinpame. CA and her sister 


Sandra “Sandy” Kaye 

Garcia 


Naoma Gower Ford 

07/07/29-01/05/18 


09/07/45-11/27/18 


Sandra “Sandy” Kaye Garcia, 

72, of Santa Barbara, CA, passed 

away on Nov. 27,2017 at Serenity 

House after a year-long battle 
with cancer. 

Born September 7,1945 in 
New Orleans to Katherine and 
Joseph Garcia, Sandy lived for 30 

year in Mexico City, Puerto Val- 

larta, and Lake Tahoe before she 
settled in Santa Barbara in 2005. 

Sandy served as a Certified 
Interpreter at the Santa Barbara 
Courthouse, where a tree has 
been dedicated in her honor. 

Sandy is survived by her 
mother Katherine Garcia, her 
sister Patricia Garcia, niece 
Catherine Mattesich Taylor 
and nephew Rylan Matte¬ 
sich, all of Sacramento; sister 
Lauren Garcia of Bellingham, 
WA; and her stepchildren Ann 
M. DeKruyff, of Natick, M A., 
Juan G. DeKruyff, Jr. of Austin, 
TX., and Susan E. (DeKruyff) 
Covarrubia of San Antonio, TX. 
She also leaves a trail of friends 
too numerous to mention, who 
are spread across the globe. 

A memorial service will take 
place at 2:00 on Jan 27th at 
Chase Palm Park Center, 236 E. 
Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, 
Ca. 93101. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
CASA at SBCasa.Org. 


Celebration of Life 
George Sirkin 

July 21,1929- 
November 23,2017 



Naoma Gower Ford, nee 
Naoma Jean Gower, passed away 

on January 5th, 2018, at age 88 . 

She was born July 7th, 1929, in 

Wilkes-Barre, PA, to Granville 

and Elizabeth Gower (nee Jones). 

She was preceded in death by er 
husband of almost 50 years, Lester 
R. Ford, Jr., and is survived by her 
brother PhUip Gower of Thousand 
Palms, as well as her nine step¬ 
children: Diana Tashjian, Barbara 
Daniels, Pamela Ruggiero, Andrea 
Crebassa, Randy Ford, Melinda 
DiMartino, Ilisa Kim, Fred Ford, 
and Ken Ford, along with their 
spouses and their many children 
and grandchildren. 

Naoma was born in Pennsylva¬ 
nia and moved around a bit before 
settling in Santa Barbara in 1966, 
where she met her future husband. 
She loved animals, especially dogs 
and elephants, reading, classical 
music, shopping, and travelling. 

A celebration of her life will 
take place on March 17,2018, 
at 2 : 00 , at the Valle Verde Ray 
Schneider Social Room, 900 Calle 
de los Amigos, Santa Barbara, 

CA 93105. In lieu of flowers, the 
family prefers donations to Direct 
Relief, www.directrelief.org, or to a 
charity of your choice. 


Shirley Ann Wirtz 

1946-2018 

Shirley Ann Wirtz died peace¬ 
fully on January 15,2018 in Santa 
Barbara, California at the age 
of 72. Shirley was born in Santa 
Maria, California, and moved to 
Santa Barbara at the age of nine. 
One of Shirley’s greatest joys was 
spending time with her three 
grandchildren, and tending to 
her garden. She enjoyed working 
with her two sons, golfing, laugh¬ 
ing and spending time with her 
friends, as well as attending com¬ 
munity events. 

Shirley is survived by her sons 
Jim Wirtz Jr., Brian Wirtz, her 
siblings Robert (Joyce), Raymond 
(Carol), Gerry (Dave) and Beverly 
(Rick). She is preceded in death by 
her husband Jim Wirtz Sr. and her 
sister Frances Acosta. 


Rebecca May 


1950-2018 



Born in 1950 in Blackfoot, 

Idaho, “The Potato Capital of the 
World,” Becky was the eldest of the 
five children born to Homer and 
Beverly Adams nee Powell. Becky 
passed away of heart failure on 
January 1,2018 at Cottage Hospi¬ 
tal. She is survived by her loving 
husband of 38 years, Tom (Goleta, 
CA), and by her stepson Tom of 
Susanville, CA, stepdaughter Alicia 
of Greenville, CA, mother Beverly 
of Provo, UT, brother Mike of 
Bountiful, UT, sister Kim of Para¬ 
dise, CA, brother Jeff of Concord, 
CA and brother Greg of Provo, UT. 

Becky moved around a lot as 
a young girl, living in Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Santa Ana, and 
Sunnyvale - her father being a 
Ford Motor Co. executive who 
was transferred a lot When asked 
as a little girl what she wanted to 
be when she grew up, she replied 
“a secretary.” And that is what 
she did, ultimately becoming the 
secretary to the last four admin¬ 
istrators at the Casa Dorinda.She 
was attracted to the Casa’s clas¬ 
sic beauty and gracious lifestyle. 
Though devoted to her husband 
she was also dedicated to her job 
and was proud to say she worked 
at the Casa Dorinda, her home 
away from home. 

She loved to read and had a 
large personal library, hundreds 
of hardcover books filled her 
office at home. Mostly romance, 
but mystery, science fiction, and 

sleuths, too. Her favorite poem « 

Elizabeth Barrett Brownings how 

Do I Love Thee? Let Me Count 
the Ways.” She loved the Rodgers 

and Hammerstein musicals, ano 
almost all TV westerns, Her to 

ite sports team was the Chicag 

Bears, while her favorite too 

were sharp cheddar cheese an 
roast beef sandwiches. 

She was in charge of a tog 

crew of receptionists at the^ 

Dorinda. She was particwl /^ 

solicitous of their welfare,^ 

returned great loyalty- ^^t 

as her daytime main recep 

said,“one in a million. 

She had a Mormon upbjj fld 

ing and it gave her pea . 
to show love and resp tD gn 
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2018: 

THE TRUMP 
NEWS CYCLE 

CONTINUES 


1) TRUMP SAYS SOMETHING EVEN 
MORE INCOMPREHENSIBLY AWFUL 
THAN THE LAST THING HE SAID. 

MANY PEOPLE ARE SAYING, WE 
SHOULD STRIP NON-WHITES OF 
CITIZENSHIP'. AND REINSTATE 
SLAVERYl THAT would MAKE 
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN/ 

m rn 

MUM 

DON'T YOU AGREE, 
Igrovellin' MIKE? 

OH, YES SIR. 
ABSOLUTELY/ 

6 
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by TOM TOMORROW 


2. CONGRESSIONAL REPUBLICANS 
ARE PREDICTABLY, IF INEXPLICABLY, 
SERVILE. 


obituaries 


(continued 



3. FOX AND BREI1BART SPRING 
INTO ACTION. 


ISN'T HILLARY CLINTON THE 
REAL RACIST PRESIDENT? EVEN 
THOUGH SHE ISN'T, YOU KNOW, 
TECHNICALLY PRESIDENT? 


H. SUPPORTERS ARE PREDICTABLY 
UNFAZED. 


IHA HA/ CAN YOU BELIEVE THE 
TRIGGERED SNOWFLAKES, UPSET AT 
THE THOUGHT of LEGAL SLAVERY? 



5. AN HOUR OR TWO LATER, SOME¬ 
THING EVEN WEIRDER BREAKS. 


DID YOU HEAR THAT TRUMP SHOT 
A MAN IN THE MIDDLE OF FIFTH 
AVENUE, JUST TO WATCH HIM DIE— 
WHILE IN THE MIDDLE of A SEX 
ACT WITH A PORN STAR— WHILE 
EATIN G A BIG MAC? _ 

EH, WHO CAN EVEN KEEP 

UP ANYMORE. ANYTHING 
NEW ON NETFLIX? 


LETTERS 


The Public Pact 

I n the future, before anyone in our community 
snidely and negatively generalizes about the com¬ 
mitment to service among our local government and 
nonprofit/social-sector employees, please pause and 
remember these days. 

Government and bureaucracy are not always per¬ 
fect, and in that way they reflect humanity well. Recent 
and prolonged tragic events have given us all a rare 
glimpse inside the substantial disaster preparation and 
response systems that most people never see. 

Those systems have been built and comprise people 
who care, people who will be there for us in every way 
they can when we need them most: the firefighter, 
law enforcement, the search-and-rescue volunteer, the 
caseworker, the public-health providers, the Spanish 
and American Sign Language interpreters, the ani¬ 
mal services employee, the shelter worker, the public 
information officer, the Emergency Operations Center 
staff, the logistics coordinators, the National Guard 
members, the mappers, the planners, and the weather 
forecasters. I could go on and on and on. 

Over the past two months, they have been called 
heroes and angels many times, and rightfully so, but 
that is not why they do it. They chose a job of ser¬ 
vice because they care about people; their fellow man, 
woman, and child, and furry friends, too. They care 
about you and your family, without even knowing you. 

In a time when wealth and possessions and status 
and fame are often worshiped as the things that matter 
most in the world, and in a time when so much unnec¬ 
essarily divides us, let us not lose sight of the fact that 
most of humanity is, for the most part, still truly good. 

—Ben Romo, S.B. 

Demand Rail Now 

¥ 1 our community had pushed hard for the com- 
_ 4 .— ruotom wp nrf»ttv much all agree is 


For too long we have been told that commuter rail 
is too hard. However, our leaders have never mobilized 
the community to help break through whatever barri¬ 
ers have inhibited commonsense progress. In the most 
literal sense, our community cannot afford stagnation 
on this issue any longer. 

The time is now for our elected officials to mobilize 
our community to fight as hard as possible for a robust 
commuter rail system on the South Coast 

v —Jack Ucciferri, S.B. 

For the Record 

f Our cover story last week on the Montecito disas¬ 
ter stated it was the worst in Santa Barbara history. 
Arguably, the deaths of 23 sailors at Point Honda in 
1923 when seven U.S. Navy ships ran aground were 
equally calamitous. Also, in last week’s Sports section, 
an editing error awarded Jeff Farrell his gold medals 
in the Tokyo Olympics rather than the i 960 games in 
Rome, where he won two. 



This photo is of Ed (left) and Sue Birch and Scott Reed. The Birches 
were misidentified as Brooks and Kate Firestone in last week’s 
Society Matters. 


Peter Robert Fleurat 

06/08/44-01/09/18 




Peter Robert Fleurat, born 
June 8,1944, lived his life to the 
fullest, cared well for his family, 
friends and garden until hiis life 
was suddenly taken from him on 
January 9,2018 when a mudslide, 
following the Thomas Fire, tore 
through his beloved home in 
Montecito sweeping him away. 
Peter’s last words to his partner, 
were “find a branch and hold on.” 

Peter is survived by Lalo Bara¬ 
jas, his partner of 17 years, who 
was thrown from the implod¬ 
ing house, then helped to save a 
neighbor’s life and was thankfully 
rescued. Peter the son of Helen 
Volk Fleurat and Joseph Fleurat, 
was born in Dobbs Ferry, NY 
and grew up in Hawthorne, NY. 

He was the oldest of five children 
and is survived by Connie Goetz, 
Keith, Christy and Quentin Fleu¬ 
rat and many beloved nieces, 
nephews and cousins. The Barajas 
family mourns the loss of their 
beloved Uncle “Tio” Peter. 

Peter was curious and adven¬ 
turous leaving home as a teenager 
in the 1960s to travel through 
Europe. He then traveled the US 
and found his home in the Santa 
Barbara area in the 1970s where 
he built a strong community of 
friends. Peter, caring by nature, 
became a Nurse and worked at 
Cottage Hospital and as a Pri¬ 
vate Duty Nurse. His passions 
included traveling, hiking, biking 
and roller blading. His family 
and friends will always remem¬ 
ber the good times shared with 
him from white water rafting in 
Colorado to celebrating a wed¬ 
ding in Croatia. He loved art and 
his masterpiece was his beauti¬ 
ful botanical garden and his koi 
pond in Montecito. His home was 
home to many his welcoming “Mi 
casa es su casa” spirit nurtured all 
as did his cooking (maybe with 
too much garlic and hot peppers 
sometimes). 

The memorial celebration of 
Peter Fleurat’s life will be held 
at the Moose Lodge at 110 West 
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WE ARE FAMILY 

FRIENDS 

NEIGHBORS. 

Our hearts are broken, i 
Our town torn apart. 

We stand together. 

We will be stronger. 


Out of the utmost respect, the Kick Ash Bash Benefit Concert - which 
as intended to celebrate the Thomas Fire First Responders and their 
milies - has evolved in light of the devastating Thomas Flood. d 

Srim n u s S fa°r n ,rfr a,> 20,8 * s we honor ,he »“<* that were 
aKen from us far too soon and say “thank you” to the First Resnnnders 

who continue to be there for us as we put the pieces back togeSer again 

ill « Planned. Tickets 

X>0. in attendance. Promirrerrt entertainers^o wi,h a " a»Pa® d 

"'em; entertainers to be announced soon. 

ise go to www.kickashbash com fnr 

lation. Funds raised will be overseen h ’ Updates > and to make a 
Barbara’s Police, Fire and Sheriff hJ^ . by representatives from Santa 

o the Santa Barbara nrSgl^ ~ With money direCted 

lirected by an executive board of represent !° 1(c)3) and distributed as 

preservative a 9encies. 


Co-SPon<;nrQH u^.. 



CONT’D 


Healing a Community 

An Example from Montecito Fire on Dealing with Tragedy 


BY JOHN ABRAHAM POWELL, 

Director, Montecito Fire Protection District Board 

ox first responders, the moment an incident 
like the flood goes from “rescue” to “recov¬ 
ery” is when they allow themselves, officially, 
to begin the process of psychologically and 
emotionally dealing with what just happened in our 
community. Until then, the men and women in fire, 
law enforcement, and many public agencies have put 
themselves last—and you first. Rescue is no time for 
processing emotions about what is happening. It is a 
time of action—completely and relentlessly focused 
on helping others. 

For the community, there’s no official dividing line 
like this. Emotions have run high for most of us since 
the flames sparked in Santa Paula. This little story 
about how Montecito Fire is dealing with tragedy 
could help us all take the next steps. 

January 16 was when the Critical Incident Stress 
Debriefing was triggered by the “recovery” transition 
for Montecito Fire Protection District When you see 
these women and men out there, know that all the 
trauma, all the deaths, injuries, and saves, just landed 
in their hearts. This experience can be overwhelming. 
This is the first time they are allowed to just be humans 
again, to have feelings and to acknowledge that they 
might have a lot of pain in their hearts. Some do not 
have a home to go back to, and they are all worrying 
about their families and friends like the rest of us. 

Here is a small example of how firefighters under¬ 
stand and support each other during this transition 
from crisis back into regular life: When Montecito 
Fire was dispatched to the stress debriefing, another 
fire agency had to staff our stations to cover any calls 
and to protect the public. Our fire stations are staffed 
24 / 7/365 no matter what, and firefighters are trained 
to watch each others backs. A strike team from SoCal 
led by Laguna Beach Division Chief Tom Christopher 
came in to do that job. 

While they worked in our station, the team arid 
Chief Christopher personally washed all of our filthy, 
rmirlf-rnvprpd pnpines. trucks, and cars and then 


solidarity. Our women and men were coming fresh out 
of their stress debriefing and were feeling raw. They 
were also being given leave from the flood zone for 
the first time since they were all called in two days 
before the flood. 

Firefighters don’t ever want to leave a mess in their 
station. Hours of cleaning muck off of engines right 
after being told that it’s time to begin the process of 
dealing with the memories, trauma, and feelings about 
the two biggest disasters in our community’s history 
— that is a tough task. 

Tom Christopher’s team knew this, so they cleaned 
our stuff before our people got back to the station. 
By doing that particular chore for our people, at that 
particular moment, they sent a message loud and dear: 

“We get it, and we feel you—brothers and sisters.” 

This is a simple lesson for all of us. We know that 
we can’t just make this monstrous trauma right for 
everyone in this time of grief and hardship, but we 
can all make thoughtful gestures of kindness to the 
people who are hurting around us. Thoughtfulness 
is an important part of this approach to kindness. To 
get it right, you have to empathize and put yourself in 
the shoes of the person you are trying to help, because 
some acts of kindness can be overwhelming when 
people have experienced trauma. In feet, sometimes 
it is actually not grand gestures that are called for in 
moments like this. Consistent small kindnesses we can 
offer each other can be a great comfort to both those 
giving and those receiving them. 

The SoCal Strike Team got it just right I think we 
can all learn from their example: We can watch each 
other’s backs and engage in thoughtful acts of kind¬ 
ness to begin the process of healing this wounded 
community. 

The Strike Team members were from the cities 
of Brea, Engine 322 (Captain Williams, Engineer 
Jones, Firefighters Pitts and Basaites); Anaheim, 
engines 309 (Capt. Mosman, Eng. Verdica, 

FFs Ingram and Vaughn), 301 (Capt Colonelli, 
Eng. Neuhausen, FFs Collins and Allred), and 
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Y ou couldn’t walk through downtown Santa Barbara 
on New Years Day without smelling weed. 

Friends out to lunch could be heard casually 
chatting about it, and teenagers lit up as they strolled 
down the street. Meanwhile, all across the state, 
hippies three times their age rejoiced, never having thought 
they’d live to see the day when marijuana was legalized. 
Weed was coming out of the shadows. 

But today, almost a month since the state of California 
allowed the sale of cannabis for recreational purposes, how 
far do Santa Barbara residents have to go to find a shop that 
sells legal marijuana? 

The answer, at least for now, is Los Angeles County. 
That’s where I went a few days into the New Year. After a 
two-hour jaunt down Highway 101 ,1 found myself walking 
past the Russian bakeries, pawn shops, and bodegas of Santa 
Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood. A block past Fairfax, 

I reached Alternative Herbal Health Services, where a man 
who calls himself “Bird” was perched behind an iPad. He 
welcomed customers to what he emphatically described as 
an “adult-use” cannabis shop—dismissing the term “rec¬ 
reational” as “flamboyant”—and took photographs of my 
license, which he entered into a digital database. Then Bird 
directed me to a doorway overseen by a security guard who 



in the comer. Vaporizer pens and handblown pipes filled 
glass display cases. A stack of Green Buds and Hash , a par¬ 
ody of the Dr. Seuss childrens book, sat on a bookshelf. The 
shop had partnered with the Netflix series Disjointed, so the 
series played on a big-screen TV in the foyer. 

I felt like a deer in headlights, overwhelmed by brand 
names and strains of cannabis. A bud-tender explained the 
psychoactive effects of sativa, indica, and hybrid strains. 
“Take your time,” she saidpatiendy as I scanned the prod¬ 
ucts. Card-carrying medical-marijuana patients had their 
own line and weren’t forced to wait behind the many people 
who were visiting a dispensary for the first time. 

I picked out an assortment: one pack of gummies; two 
prewrapped rods, Chem Scout and Cali Chem; a gram of 
Blue Crush; and a gram of Szittlez. (Customers can purchase 
up to an ounce, which equals 28.3 grams.) The checker 
packaged the purchase in a champagne-colored, heavy-duty 
plastic pouch that fastened with a childproof lock. It came 
out to $77. (Taxes were 25 percent.) 

By about 11 a.m., more patrons had made their way in. 
A middle-aged woman wearing purple shoes and a purple 
jogging jacket, a skinny young kid who must have had a fake 
ID, and a stocky man in sweatpants awaited their turn with 
the two female bud-tenders. ■ igg 


































"Gratitude 

makes sense of our past 
brings peace for today 

and creates a vision 
for tomorrow .” 

' Melody Beattie 

tind flood. We've been through a rough 
ch, and the devastating losses suffered by so many 
e taken their toll on all of us. 

school with two campuses that stood squarely in 
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Joe Garcia, president of the Lompoc Valley Cannabis Coalition 


No, Really, Where's My Weed? 

The new state law, which 57 percent of voters approved in November 20, t 
through Proposition 64 , calls on each jurisdiction to adopt its own ordi 
nance, so the rules surrounding recreational cannabis sales differ wildlv 
from city to city and county to county across California. Even in just th 
microcosm of Santa Barbara County, lawmakers have vastly different ideas 

County and city officials started navigating this new frontier last year 

m g tei3 r ° US meCtingS ° n ^ t0pic But staffers sta ««i scralch ‘ 
releid aser £ e n n * N ° Vember ’ when state officials 

My personal opinion is that 
this is a huge clusterfuck and the 
state «rred in its launch of the 
industry in the manner it has,” 
summed up Joe Garcia, president 
of the Lompoc Valley Cannabis 
Coalition. 

Further complicating matters, 
cannabis cultivators, distributors, 
and purveyors previously oper¬ 
ating under medical-marijuana 
laws now need new temporary 
state licenses. So far, 132 tempo¬ 
rary cultivation licenses have 
been issued in Santa Barbara 
County, which translates to 30 
acres countywide. 

As one grower explained, 
The market has been dead since 
January 1 for all reputable opera¬ 
tors/ Ironically, more cannabis 
operators were in compliance 
on December 31 than were on 
January 1. 

To shed light on this dim 
landscape, IVe spoken to dozens 
of cannabis-industry players as 
well as politicians, bureaucrats, 
and attorneys, many of whom 
agreed only to talk off-the-record 
since cannabis remains a Sched¬ 
ule 1 drug under federal law, the 
same category as heroin. While 
IPURIZERS: Cartridge delivery systems tbere>s sti h a lot up in the air, 
e vapor rather than smoke, which is less here ’ s a brief rundown of what 
rS ’ ^ learned about how the policies 

IBLES: Gummies, truffles, chocolate differ from Car P inte na to Lom- 
s, and much more feature accurate mea- poc to Santa Maria and ey cry- 

?ments of the THC and other cannabi- where ' m between * 

Is inside. 
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Cannabis producers have had years of prac¬ 
tice developing product lines thanks to the 
more than 20 years that medical marijuana 
has been allowed in California, as well as a 
coupleofyears of legalization in other states. 
InCalifomia, people who are at least 21 years 
old can buy an ounce (28.3 grams) at a time. 
Like alcohol, if you "operfthe container, the 
tiw requires you to put the product in the 
trunk of the car. 

Your options at a pot shop are likely to 
indude the following: 

!f A «« CAN !I ABIS: There is a bafflin 9 army 

ofsativa, mdica, and hybrid strains to choose 

PRE-ROUS: These pre-rolled joints take 
the hassle out of rolling your own. 

SHAKE: Aless expensive bag of little pieces 
of bud tnmmings that can be used to make 
infused butter or oil, among other things. 

VAPORIZERS: Cartridge delivery systems 
use vapor rather than smoke, which is less 
harsh. 

EDIBLES: Gummies, truffles, chocolate 
bars, and much more feature accurate mea¬ 
surements of the THC and other cannabi- 
noids inside. 


SMOKING DEVICES: Pipes, bonos. rollinn 


XL 


COVER STORY 






MEDS ON MILPAS: Hopeful Santa Barbara cannabis 
operator Ryan Howe (left) sits with his attorney, 
Peter Candy of Hollister & Brace, at a city hearing. 


Weedmaps.com reveals 
Green Cuisine Delivery 
Santa Barbara, S.B. Alter¬ 
native Healing, and Ocean 
Side Express as just a few of 
the 20 options. 

It’s easy to do. For new 
patients, all it takes is a 
10-minute Skype interview 
with a doctor. Within an 
hour, a guy who looks like 
an Uber driver arrives at 
your doorstep with a sealed 
bag of prewrapped rolls or 
plastic capsules of dried 
cannabis flowers. You hand 
him a wad of cash, and the 
delivery dude is on his way. 

These services have existed in a gray area for quite 
some time, and as of January 1, they remain on the 
black market. Eventually, brick-and-mortar retail com¬ 
petition is expected to eradicate this market, if law 
enforcement doesn’t get there 
first. Don’t expect 20 options 
to remain on weedmaps.com 
for long. 

Under the new law, these 
delivery services legally must 
be tethered to a retail shop. 

Optimistic operators hope to 
open retail shops in the city as 
soon as May. Others believe 
the first one will not open until 
2019. After all, the city adopted 
an ordinance for retail medical 
marijuana eight years ago, but 
no dispensaries have existed for several years. 

Canopy Club, Ryan Howe’s proposed Milpas Street 
medical-marijuana shop, has come the closest to open¬ 
ing. Last fall, it was just days away from opening after 
years of appeals from residents who argued the Eastside 
corridor was home to many K-12 schools and therefore 
unsuitable for pot dens. But then the City Attorneys 
Office announced it had investigated a tip from a resi¬ 
dent that Howe had improperly tried to bring on new 
owners without notifying City Hall. 

At a hearing before Staff Hearing Officer Susan Rear¬ 
don in December, Howe blamed the whole thing on 
his former attorney, Joe Allen. On January 19, Reardon 
announced her decision not to revoke the permit. The 
decision can be appealed to the Planning Commission. 

Two other proposed medical-marijuana retail shops 
—one by Allen on upper State Street and the other by 
Ihab Ghannam on De la Vina Street—have endured 
years of appeals and public hearings. (Ghannam’s dis¬ 
pensary was approved last August, but Allens permit 


Sixteen years later, he employs 60 
people. He plans to expand his 
cannabis business every year. 

Throughout the county, at least 
400 acres of cannabis are already 
being grown, according to self- 
reports submitted to county gov¬ 
ernment These plants are under 
hoop houses in outdoor fields 
near Lompoc, indoor warehouses 
in Goleta, and, particularly, in 
greenhouses in the unincorpo¬ 
rated area of Carpinteria Valley. 
So where is it all going? 

Santa Barbara County grow¬ 
ers have sold much of their 
processed product to medical- 
marijuana dispensaries in Los 
Angeles. But temporary state licenses for those to 
remain open legally are stalled in L.A’s own regulating 
quagmire. (L.A’s“social equity program” aims to reverse 
past war-on-drugs wrongs committed against predomi¬ 
nantly black and Latino 



people by putting those 
with marijuana convic¬ 
tions first in line to receive 
cannabis-related permits. 
The program, however, has 
yet to kick off.) 

A bigger hurdle, grow¬ 
ers say, is that Santa Bar¬ 
bara County has yet to 
issue distribution licenses 
that would allow cannabis 
to be transported from 
farms to retail shops. Last 


year this snafu emerged in Nevada. State regulators 
declared a state of emergency. Without distribution 
licenses, there was no way for the cannabis to legally 
get to retailers. 

The same setback has unfolded here. Santa Barbara 
growers say they used to distribute their own product. 
But under the new law, they need a distribution permit. 
And according to one grower, the only existing licensed 
distributors are seeking up to 45 percent in fees. “I’m not 
willing to pay that,” he said. 

During this legal limbo, he is worried his own dis¬ 
tributors who do not have permits will be stopped by 
law enforcement and subject to arrest He hasn’t made 
a single sale since the first of the year. He is afraid to 
operate outside the law because that could jeopardize 
his ability to get future licenses. 


was revoked that same month.) That doesn’t exacdy 


‘THE MARKET HAS BEEN BEAD SINCE JANUARY 1 
FOR ALL REPUTABLE OPERATORS.* 


bode well for the five potential recreational retail shops 
that the S.B. City Council voted in November to allow. 
However, recreational shops will not be subject to the 
same appeals process, according to the city’s cannabis 
ordinance. While a public hearing must be held, resi¬ 
dents can merely raise concerns, not continually appeal 
the permits. 


CITY OF GOLETA: Goleta is home to three medical-marijuana 
dispensaries that were grandfathered in when the 
Goleta City Council adopted a ban in 2009. These non¬ 
profit collectives have received letters of authorization 
from the City of Goleta to apply for tempo¬ 
rary state licenses, said Winnie Cai, deputy 
city attorney. 

The future of recreational cannabis busi¬ 
nesses, though, is unclear. There are many 


COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA: One of the first Santa Barbara 


warehouses in Goleta that could be converted to space 
for manufacturing, the process by which psychoactive 
elements are extracted from cannabis leaves. City staff 
has held multiple hours-long workshops, and the Goleta 
City Council will address the regulatory issues at a meet¬ 
ing next month. Cannabis advocate Crystal Reyes said 
she believes the Goleta City Council will not adopt an 
ordinance allowing recreational growing, manufactur¬ 
ing, and retail sales within the city limits. But some city 
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“The City of Flowers.” Cannabis operators 
cheered when the Lompoc City Council 
voted 4-1 to allow a number of retail shops 
and cannabis operations in the city limits. 
Real estate prices of abandoned storefronts 
and warehouses soared; realtors’phones were 
ringing off the hook. “There certainly was a 
buzz,” said Garcia, president of the Lompoc 
Valley Cannabis Coalition. 

The cheering came to a halt last month, 
when a citizens’ group started gathering sig¬ 
natures to repeal the cannabis ordinance. But 
the group, led by attorney James Hall, came 
up 226 signatures short of collecting the 1,626 
required. Hall did not return requests for 
comment about any potential future plans. 

The cannabis ordinance, therefore, is now 
effective, and city staff will soon begin accept¬ 
ing applications. Garcia remarked, “A culture 
that has remained underground for decades 
now has the opportunity to rise from the 
ashes of prohibition.” 



CAAPIVTEIIA VA11ET: What was once a thriving cut- 
flower industry has become the county’s 
heart of cannabis cultivation. The birth has 
set off alarms throughout the community, 
from high school teachers to land-use activ¬ 
ists. Further complicating this dynamic is 
the fact that virtually all of the cannabis is 
grown beyond the Carpinteria city limits and 
is therefore outside the control of the Carpin¬ 
teria City Council. 

Old, dilapidated greenhouses have become 
prime real estate. The largest are 150,000 
square feet. Men in suits have been sitting 
at coffee shops in the rustic beach town. 
Neighbors have grown wary. In the last year, 
strong, skunky odors have permeated the 
town. Teachers at Carpinteria High School 
said they had to arrive to work early to air out 
their classrooms. Visiting sports teams report¬ 
edly laughed at the area’s new signature crop. 
Realtors, bankers, accountants, and school 
officials declined to talk publicly. But privately, 
everyone was talking about it 

Members of the Carpinteria Valley Associ¬ 
ation, namely Anna Carrillo, launched a cam¬ 
paign to strengthen regulations to oversee 
odor and light nuisances. Some of the group 
had fought the proliferation of greenhouses 15 
years ago when Santa Barbara County drafted 
a community plan. Using the social media 
website Nextdoor, these activists spread the 
word about logging complaints with the 
county’s planning department County staff 
got to know them well. Complaints rose con¬ 
siderably about a year ago but more recently 
have flatlined. 

Some growers laughed them off. Growing 
broccoli and garlic smells worse than can¬ 
nabis, they charged, adding that in the last 
century, crops have changed. “Now the time 
has come for cannabis.” declared Wilja HappcS, 
a Dutch grower in Carpinteria. to the county 
supervisors early last year. 

In recent weeks, though, many cannabis 
growers sought to do something to reduce 
the stench. Fifteen growers installed sophis¬ 
ticated devices—called the Waterless Vapor- 
Phase System-that dispense essential oils 


molecule. 

Marc Byers of Byers Scientific, which i$ 
based in Indiana and developed the system 
explained the apparatus is common on land¬ 
fills. It looks like an air-conditioning unit that 
connects to six-inch piping that circles the 
exterior of the greenhouse. The device costs 
$ 100 , 000 , plus about $ 50,000 to replace the 
fluid every year. 

On a tour of one greenhouse, stocked 
with thousands of plants at different stages 
of life, the scent of fresh cannabis flowers was 
noticeably less pronounced than it was a few 
months ago. The growers claim their neigh¬ 
bors have noticed the difference. One school 
official indicated the stench was reduced by 
about 30 percent 

But many neighbors are not sold. Some 
described the new smell to be “sickly sweet” 
Byers claimed the device produces an odor¬ 
less scent. If it is turned on too high, dispens¬ 
ing too much liquid product, it could smell 
like a Laundromat. Carrillo raised the issue 
of the fluids getting into the groundwater or 
aquifers. 

County Supervisor Das Williams finds 
himself squarely in the middle. Last month, 
Williams invited growers and neighbors to his 
living room to have a frank discussion about 
the skunky smells. The debate does not appear 
to be simmering down anytime soon. 

The Carpinteria City Council, meanwhile, 
has all but threatened to sue the county over 
its proposed cannabis regulations. It’s worth 
noting that Carpinteria city councilmembers 
had privately expressed interest in allowing 
manufacturing in the city limits so they could 
collect the tax revenue. But they don’t want 
cannabis to be grown throughout the valley, 
where they have no control. 


SAIIA MABIA: The Santa Maria City Council said 
no to all cannabis. 


What Happens to Medical Weed? 


Four decades ago, Dr. David Bearman of 
Goleta began to advocate for the medicinal 
benefits of cannabis. He explained he has 
always tried to use the word “cannabis” when 
referring to the plant He once lazily called 
cannabis “marijuana” in front of an African- 
American nurse, he recalled. She told him, 
“Calling cannabis ‘marijuana’ is like railing a 
black person a V****.’” “I was taken aback 
and briefly speechless,” he said. “Then the 
more that I thought about it, the more I real¬ 
ized that she was correct.” 

Now, Bearman, who just 15 years ago was 
attacked by the state medical board for pre¬ 
scribing cannabis, is worried medical mari¬ 
juana could be ignored and “thrown under 
the bus.” 

In Washington State, for instance, he said 
that doctors are required to write down 
patients’ diagnoses, which he argued was 
a violation of privacy laws. “What they are 
doing there is regulating confidentiality? he 
said, adding that “they cannot regulate the 
practice of medicine.” 


He expressed gftinfl iL. 


of Prop. 64 assured him medical marijuana 
would not be affected. Most of the tax rev¬ 
enue would go to law enforcement and 
research, he added. 

A medical-marijuana dispensary opera¬ 
tor in this region added it is hard to pre¬ 
dict exactly what will happen to medical 
marijuana. The state regulations combine 
medicinal and adult use into the same 
program. Patients can, however, apply for 
state-sponsored Medical Marijuana Identi¬ 
fication Cards through the California Pub¬ 
lic Health Department to become exempt 
from taxes that adult-use users have to pay. 

What About the Feds, Man? 

Locally, cannabis is defying blue-red poli¬ 
tics. Supervisor Steve Lavagnino, a Repub¬ 
lican, and Supervisor Williams, a Democrat, 
have gotten along so well while working on 
Santa Barbara County’s cannabis ordinance 
that they are commonly referred to as “The 
Doobie Brothers” during public hearings. 

While some California conservatives 
have voiced skepticism about the drug’s 
impact on society, many have embraced a 
laissez-faire attitude: Let people have their 
pot. Plus, many Santa Barbara County 
Republican leaders see cannabis tax revenue 
as a boon for local economies—particu¬ 
larly, they add, as the state becomes increas¬ 
ingly hostile to drilling more oil and gas. The 
cannabis market is expected to bring in $1 
billion in state tax revenue in the first year. 
[See News of the Week for more on local 
tax revenue.] 

But the Donald Trump administration 
has not budged. Recreational-cannabis 
advocates’ momentum was deflated four 
days into 2018 , when Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions reversed the Obama-era Cole 
memo, which instructed federal prosecu¬ 
tors not to prioritize marijuana cases.“Given 
the departments well-established general 
principles, previous nationwide guidance 
specific to marijuana enforcement is unnec¬ 
essaryhe wrote. 

While the action was a clear negative ges¬ 
ture to California, many cannabis growers 
in Santa Barbara did not express much agi¬ 
tation, nor were they surprised by Sessions’s 
actions. Many say they are not afraid that 
Drug Enforcement Administration agents 
are going to raid pot shops as they did in 
Santa Barbara nearly a decade ago. 

When Prohibition was repealed in 1933 , 
“local option” rules allowed cities and states 
to continue to ban alcohol. It was not until 
1966 that all states permitted the sale of alco¬ 
hol. Even now, dry counties exist in states 
such as Arkansas, Florida, and Alabama. 
Cannabis prohibition appears to be follow¬ 
ing the same path. It could be decades before 
cannabis is legal throughout California and 
the United States. “Local option” rules will 
create a hodgepodge of rules, restrictions, 
and outright bans. 

So for people in Santa Barbara looking 
to get high, purchasing recreational canna¬ 
bis— legally—will still require a two-hour 
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GROWING CANNABIS 
IN YOUR BACKYARD 

The Central Coasts moderate temperatures and 
dry conditions make it a good place to grow 
cannabis in your backyard or on your balcony or 
rooftop. Under California law, you can have six 
personal plants, but they must be hidden from 
public view. Cities an also enact their own rules; 
the City of Santa Barbara, for instance, allows 
one outdoor plant, but the rest must be inside. 

Though cannabis doesn't quite grow like 
weeds, it is fairly easy to master, especially if 
you have experience growing vegetables, par¬ 
ticularly tomatoes. There's an endless amount 
of information on how to do so on the internet 
Here's a rundown: 

Whtro do I start? Dispensaries sell female can- 
nabis dones, which are easier to grow than seeds. 
You could also cut off a piece from a friend's can- 
nabis plant—ailed a "cutting”—and dunk it in 
doning solution before planting it in the ground. 
You can go from seed, too, but be prepared to 
germinate before planting. 

What typo of soil? Go to your nearest hydro¬ 
ponics store (there are many now) to discuss your 
plans, and buy the proper soil nutrients. 

When do I plant? The earlier in the year you 
start, the bigger the plant gets. If you start in 
the summer, the plant will have plenty of time 
to grow tall during its vegetative state, it an get 
as tall as six feet, but commerdal growers usually 
keep them at about three feet tall. 

How much water? Water every few days. Too 
much water is more likely to kill a plant than not 
enough. 

When do I harvest? When the sunlight hours 
start to shrink in the fall, the plant begins to 
flower. Abouttwo months later, as the buds turn 
cloudy with resin and amber in color, it's time 
to harvest. 

How do I harvest? Cut the whole plant down. 
Hang it upside down for about 10 days. Once 
dried, puli off the stems and leaves, and trim 
the buds. It's sort of like filleting a fish, said one 
longtime grower. 

What about indoors? Growing a plant indoors 
under lights allows for more control, but it is also 
more expensive. Outside, the sun does most of 
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area or book project. 


Thursdays, 10 - 11:30am 



at the Wc 


| SANTA BARBARA 

I MUSEUM OF 


Mary Craig Auditorium • 1130 State Street 
Season pass: $60 SBMA Members; $75 No 


A D^T 


Subscribe at the Museum Visitor Services desks, 


at 884.6423, or online at tickets.sbma.net. 









































UCSB 


Opera Theatre presents 

W.A. Mozart's 


NOZZE 


LE 





ARO 


Marriage of Figaro 


is rotopapas, Conductor 
: ayrakdarian, Stage Director 
iamin Brecher, Mu sic Director and Producer 


Use code 
INDY 15 for 
15% off 
2 tickets 


ary 8 and 10, 2018 | 7:30 p.m. 

- Lehmann Concert Hall, UC Santa Barbara 


ets: $5-20 (children under 12 FREE) 

<csb.edu/news/purchase-tickets or (805) 893-2064 



bringing the 
farmers market 
to you 




NOW for FREE delivery! 
Limited time code: FRESH 


ket? Order Online! 

He rnm 








THl PLACE WHERE LOCALS 



Same Convenient Location ♦ Free Parking . 'v _ 

Outdoor Patio • Friendly Service ♦ Generous Portions 



Mission Street Ice Cream & Yogurt 

MCCONNELL'S FINE ICE CREAMS 

e i o_ rv_ a_ 1 m • 


An Independently Owned & Operated Shop since 1986 - 
201 West Mission St. • 569-2323 


Yanni’s Greek & American Deli 


Located at MacKenzie Market 

t 

Serving 
Santa Barbara 
Sor 32 Years! 



Famous Gyros & Tri-tip 
Full Service Deli 
Catering 


3102 State Street • 682-2051 


Give a little 

TENDERNESS' 



The Family Gourmet Buffet 

2 (5 07.) Filpt Minnnnr 


2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons 
2(5 oz.) Top Sirloins 
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. Dka) 
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages 

1 n ° Z ! ° maha S,eaks Burgers 
4 3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin 

4 (4 r>7 \ _i . . __ 


Plus, get 

4 more Burgers and 
4 more Kielbasa 


FREE! 


a m au bratin 

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 

us Seasoning Packet (.33 02.) 

51689JDNI te93e- separately 

Combo Price ^49^ 



0ver legated 
h®* Limit 2 
K R " e ®9ite must ship with 

.S2?c Stand8rds&Hw '“be 
added. Fynlrac Onoan _ 


C ndardS&H willbe 


STAY 

CONNECTED 



LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK 

<asbindependent 




FOLLOW US ON 

twitter 

CiSBIndpndnt 


f FOLLOW US ON 

(o) isaSK? 

#sbindy #sceneinSB 



Restaurants Begin to 


WELCOME BACK: Stella 
Mare's reopens after 
Hood-related freeway 
closures ended all public 
access to the restaurant. 


Reopen in Montecito 


W ith the reopening of Highway 101 and 
Coast Village Road, Stella Mares Bistro 
at 50 Los Patos Way is one of many res¬ 
taurants in the Montecito area to try to 
make a comeback after the devastating floods and 
debris flows. I spoke with Danny Casillas, man¬ 
ager at sister restaurant Cafe Stella, who told me 
that owner Philippe Rousseau hopes to be back in 
business Thursday, January 25 . 

“Thank you to everyone who has reached out 
to us, and thank you for your support,” said Rous- 
seau.“Stella Mares and our staff are all safe, and the 
restaurant suffered very little damage, but there is 
so much destruction and personal tragedy around 
us in our community. Many thanks to the first 
responders, volunteers, and anyone working so 
hard since this tragedy occurred. Thank you for 
their tireless efforts. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to all our friends and neighbors! Our staff is 
anxious to get back to work, and we are looking 
forward to see all your familiar faces!” 

SAN YSIDRO RANCH UPDATE: Last weekend, I was at 
the celebration of life for beloved bartender Sunny 
Quinn, who worked at Mels Lounge and Pas- 
cucci Restaurant and lost her battle with cancer 
last December. While talking with several of the 
hundreds of people in attendance, I was told a few 
things about the restaurants at San Ysidro Ranch 
at 900 San Ysidro Lane, which suffered extreme 
damage from debris flow during the tragic Janu¬ 
ary 9 floods in Montecito. None of the informa¬ 
tion I received has been confirmed. Though some 
maps showed otherwise, I was told that The Stone- 
house and Plow & Angel building is not destroyed, 
which would be a relief to many fans of the popu¬ 
lar venue. I was also told that San Ysidro Ranch 
owner, billionaire Ty Warner, is continuing to pay 
full salary, including tips, to restaurant staff. That 
is amazing if true. 

MESA BURGER HELPS EVACUEES: Until the end of Jan¬ 
uary, Mesa Burger at 315 Meigs Road is offering 
free meals to evacuees of the horrific Montecito 
floods. Mesa Burger had run an earlier promotion 
where 50 percent of all proceeds went to Direct 
Relief. Mesa Burger is open daily, 11 a.m .-9 p.m. 

HOW TO HELP RESTAURANTS? This just in from reader 
Jessica:“A couple nonprofits I’m on the board of 


would love to help local restaurants. Do you know 
of any local restaurants that have been particu¬ 
larly hard-hit by the fire/mudslides for which we 
could provide funds to host a buffet-style meal for 
evacuees and first responders? Just trying to do 
the most good!” If you send a message to my email 
address below, I will forward it to Jessica. 

MUNDOS UPDATE: Reader Brendan says that Mun- 
dos at Canon Perdido and Milpas (the building 
with the cow) has a sign on the door that says: 
“Under the tragedy of the Thomas fire in Decem¬ 
ber that caused us a financial setback, we had to 
take the difficult decision to close temporarily 
our lunch starting Monday, January 15 .” The sign 
says they will still be open for dinner Monday- 
Saturday, 5-9 p.m. 

HARRY'S PLAZA CAFE 50TH ANNIVERSARY: Reader 
Brendan also let me know that Harry’s Plaza 
Cafe at 3313 State Street is having an eye-popping 
deal as a soth-anniversary special all through the 
month of January. Any day Sunday-Thursday, 
you can get a plate of Omaha slow-roasted tri-tip 
with fries and salad for $ 8 . No substitutions or 
take-outs. 

FIRE AT ALPHIE'S: Edhat.com reports that firefight¬ 
ers put out a kitchen fire in Alphie’s Restaurant 
in Old Town Goleta on January 14 . Im told that 
crews arrived at 5725 Hollister Avenue at 4:35 
p.m. after a report of a commercial building fire 
and discovered smoke and flames in the front of 
the restaurant, originating in the kitchen. The fire 
was quickly knocked down, said Santa Barbara 
County Fire Department Public Information Offi¬ 
cer Mike Eliason. No injuries were reported, and 
an investigator is looking into the cause of the fire. 

VEGAN RESTAURANT COMING TO UPPER STATE: Here is a 
tip from reader Lindsey: “I love your blog and have 
been following it for the past three years that we ve 
lived here. There’s a sign out for a ‘Vegan Green 
restaurant at 3613 State Street, in the old location 
of Miso Hungry.” 

THAT'S THE SPIRIT: This just in from reader Tony: 
“Interesting development:. Alcohol license notice 
at the Metro theaters at the Camino Real Market¬ 
place in Goleta!” 




SAVO 

-WINES- 


Come visit Santa Ba 
premier destination wi 

Plenty of space for wine, no room fo 


One block over fro 
our sister establish) 
i Savoy Cafe & Deli 


18 WEST ANAPAMU ST - SANTA 
(805) 962-5353 • SAVOYW1 


Celebrating the Abtisan 


Why drive around? Discover over 40 high-quality, gre 
micro-production winemakers from Sairta Barbara. P 
Sonoma & Ventura County - aft in one place. Come ta 
Veterans' Memorial Hall - 1745 Mission Drive. 

*$> WEEKEND EVENTS ^ 

Friday. February 9th - Rare & Reserve Tastin 

6:30-9:00pm - Includes diraiet & exclusive wine setedms - u 

Saturday. February 10th - Grand Tasting - 2 
Early Access from 1:00-5:00pm - $80. Walk-u 
VIP Seminar & Weekend Passes also avaitabte! uvm 
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